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A Scout’s Duty to God 

Declaration of Religious Principle 
 

The Boy Scouts of America maintains that no member can grow into the best kind of citizen 

without recognizing an obligation to God and, therefore, recognizes the religious element in the 

training of the member, but it is absolutely nonsectarian in its attitude toward that religious 

training. Its policy is that the home and organization or group with which a member is connected 

shall give definite attention to religious life. Only persons willing to subscribe to this Declaration 

of Religious Principle and to the Bylaws of the Boy Scouts of America shall be entitled to 

certificates of membership. 

 

Boy Scouting Founder, Lord Baden-Powell, on “Duty to God” 
 

“Reverence to God and reverence for one’s neighbour and reverence for one’s self as a servant of 

God, is the basis of every form of religion. The method of expression of reverence to God varies 

with every sect and denomination. What sect or denomination a boy belongs to depends, as a 

rule, on his parents’ wishes. It is they who decide. It is our business to respect their wishes and to 

second their efforts to inculcate reverence, whatever form of religion the boy professes. There 

may be many difficulties relating to the definition of the religious training in our Movement 

where so many different denominations exist, and the details of the expression of duty to God 

have, therefore, to be left largely in the hands of the local authority. But there is no difficulty at 

all in suggesting the line to take on the human side, since direct duty to one’s neighbour is 

implied in almost every form of belief.” (Aids to Scoutmastership, 1919) 

 

“The Scout, in his promise, undertakes to do his duty to his king and country only in the second 

place; his first duty is to God. It is with this idea before us and recognizing that God is the one 

Father of us all, that we Scouts count ourselves a brotherhood despite the difference among us of 

country, creed, or class. We realize that in addition to the interests of our particular country, there 

is a higher mission before us, namely the promotion of the Kingdom of God; That is, the rule of 

Peace and Goodwill on earth. In the Scouts each form of religion is respected and its active 

practice encouraged and through the spread of our brotherhood in all countries, we have the 

opportunity in developing the spirit of mutual good will and understanding.” 

 

“There is no religious side to the [Scout] Movement. The whole of it is based on religion, that is 

on becoming aware of God and His Service.” (Headquarters’ Gazette, November 1920)  

 

“For an open Troop, or for Troops in camp, I think the Scouts’ Own [Worship Service] should be 

open to all denominations, and carried on in such manner as to offend none. There should not be 

any special form, but it should abound in the right spirit, and should be conducted not from any 

ecclesiastical point of view, but from that of the boy.” (1928) 
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About this Booklet 
 

This booklet is intended to be one of many resources available to troop Chaplain’s Aides, 

Religious Emblems Coordinators, and Chaplains. While efforts have been made to secure or 

modify available worship relevant to a nonsectarian Scouting worship environment, some 

content considered to be traditional or universal, or to provide representation of a variety of 

religions, remains unedited. As such, the use of some content from this worship booklet should 

be evaluated for its appropriateness given the occasion and audience present. 

 

This booklet was designed for use by Scouts in unit-based activities and not intended to be 

reproduced, sold or distributed in a manner that would compete with the resources used in 

compiling this booklet. 

 

Duty To God 

 
First awareness of and a constant reminder about “Duty to GOD” is when Scouts recite the Scout 

Oath or Promise that starts with the words: 

 

“On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to GOD and my Country...” 

 

An Oath is a solemn appeal or calling upon GOD to witness to the truth of what a person will 

say, or witness that a person sincerely intends to do what they have promised. In a court of law 

or testimony before a formal hearing, an oath is always given so a person can attest that they will 

be telling the truth, “so help me, GOD.” An oath is similar to a vow or a pledge, which are a 

promise made to another specific person or persons, but will usually invoke GOD to be a 

witness. 

 

The Twelfth Point of the Scout Law is another, often recited reference to Duty to 

GOD in Scouting that, in conclusion of all the other notable points, states: 

 

“A Scout is REVERENT” 

 

To be Reverent means to be deeply respectful, to treat with reverence or honor, to venerate or 

worship, to regard highly with a great and unquestioning love.  The Boy Scout Handbook has an 

explanation for the meanings of each point in the Scout Law, and how you should use them to 

guide your actions, stating that: 

 

“A Scout is reverent. A Scout is reverent toward GOD. He is faithful in his religious 

duties. He respects the beliefs of others. Wonders all around us remind us of our faith in 

GOD. We find it in the tiny secrets of creation and in the great mysteries of the universe. 

It exists in the kindness of people and in the teachings of our families and religious 

leaders. We show our reverence by living our lives according to the ideals of our beliefs.” 

“Throughout your life you will encounter people expressing their reverence in many 

different ways. The Constitution of the United States guarantees each of us the freedom 

to believe and worship as we wish without government interference. It is your duty to 
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respect and defend others’ rights to their religious beliefs even when they differ from 

your own.”  

 

Lord Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell, Founder of the Scouting movement, wrote 

articles in The Scouter magazine that he used to educate the first Scout Leaders during the 

development of Scouting programs. And this is what he said: 

 

“Very closely allied with education comes the important matter of religion.  Though we 

hold no brief for any one form of belief over another, we see a way to helping all by 

carrying the same principle into practice as is now being employed in other branches of 

education, namely, to put the (Scouts) in touch with their objective, which in this case is 

to do their duty to GOD through doing their duty to their neighbour. In helping others in 

doing good turns, and in rescuing those in danger, pluck self-discipline, unselfishness, 

chivalry, become acquired and quickly form part of their character. These attributes of 

character, coupled with the right study of Nature, must of necessity bring the young soul 

in closer touch spiritually with GOD.” (January 1912) 

 

Nature Study was viewed by Lord Robert Baden-Powell as offering important experiences for 

Scouts to learn a deeper reverence toward GOD, as he wrote: 

 

“There are sermons in the observation of Nature, say, in bird life, the formation of every 

feather identical with that of the same species 10,000 miles away, ... flowers in their 

orders, and plants of every kind, their buds and bark, the animals and their habits and 

species; then the stars in the heavens, with their appointed places and ordered moves in 

space, give to everyone the first conception of Infinity and of the vast scheme of his 

CREATOR where man is of so small account. All these have a fascination for (Scouts), 

which appeals in an absorbing degree to their inquisitiveness and powers of observation, 

and leads them directly to recognize the hand of GOD in this world of wonders, if only 

someone introduces them to it.”  

 

The foundation of Scouting rests on the belief in a divine presence, a CREATOR of all things. 

Scouting experiences need to include this awareness along with the participation in religious 

activities. Duty to GOD is tied directly to Duty to Country.  As the initial statement of our rights 

in the Declaration of Independence states: 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their CREATOR with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

 

In our Duty to Country it is important that, at the beginning and end of our meetings, we 

celebrate with flag ceremonies, and recite the Pledge of Allegiance, being thankful that we are 

“one Nation under GOD.” Likewise, it is just as important to join together in prayer at the 

meetings, thanking GOD in praise for all that we have to celebrate.   

 

Lord Baden-Powell, in another article for The Scouter magazine, wrote: “We teach the boy that a 

gift is not his till he has expressed his gratitude for it. His attitude to GOD is, therefore, 
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thankfulness for benefits received and his method for expressing this is through service, in behalf 

of GOD, to his fellow men... The question becomes for him not what I can get, but what can I 

give in life... so that even national patriotism will not be the highest point in a man's aim, but 

active goodwill for and cooperation with his fellow men about the world, as being all children of 

the one FATHER. From this should ensue the reign of peace upon earth." (July 1924) 

 

To be a Scout youth or an adult Leader, it is necessary to do your duty to GOD and have 

experiences in Scouting that strengthen your particular Faith. In the Bylaws of the Boy Scouts of 

America, and as included in membership applications, all Volunteer Leaders pledged a 

“Declaration of Religious Principle” that states: 

 

“The Boy Scouts of America maintains that no member can grow into the best kind of 

citizen without recognizing an obligation to GOD and, therefore, recognizes the religious 

element in the training of the member, but is absolutely nonsectarian in its attitude toward 

that religious training.  The Boy Scouts of America’s policy is that the home and the 

organization or group with which the member is connected shall give definite attention to 

religious life. Only persons willing to subscribe to this Declaration of Religious Principle 

and to the Bylaws of the Boy Scouts of America shall be entitled to certificates of 

leadership.” 

 

Scout training is thereby required to have a religious element as part of the Scouting experience. 

This training must be nonsectarian meaning it should not be limited to one Faith, but inclusive 

and considerate of all religions of the attending members, with Interfaith considerations included 

as a part of Scouting training. The Scout’s family and Charter Organization shall provide for the 

religious part of their Scout’s life, within the beliefs and practices of their own Faith’s teachings. 

But they must also allow Scouts of other Faiths to have Duty to GOD opportunities.  

 

Nonsectarian training is what this (manual) will address, as a guide to assist all Chaplain Aides, 

Chaplains, Religious Emblem Advisors, Chartered Organization Representatives, as well as Unit, 

District and Council officers, with appropriate programs for Duty to GOD in Scouting. 

 

An aging Lord Baden-Powell a few years before he died continued to write his instructions to 

Scouters, but as an old sage, to the young Scout members he wrote:  

 

“And to the younger ones I say press forward with Hope; mix it with optimism and 

temper it with the sense of humour, which enables you to face difficulties with a sense of 

proportion. Press forward with a Faith in the soundness of the (Scouting) Movement and 

its future possibilities, and press forward with Love, which is the most powerful agent of 

all. That spirit of Love is, after all, the spirit of GOD working within you. Remember, 

‘Now (abide by) Faith, and Hope, and Love -- these three. But the greatest of these is 

Love. (1Cor13:13)’ Carry on in that spirit and you cannot fail.” (December 1937) 
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The Unit Chaplain 
 

The position of Unit Chaplain usually falls upon the Pastor/Rabbi, etc. of the chartered 

organization, so the Unit’s Executive Officer (EO) is usually also the Chaplain. The Executive is 

the person in charge of the sponsoring organization, who actually signs the Charter authorizing 

the Unit, in a joint agreement between the organization and Boy Scouts of America (BSA). If the 

EO decided not to be the Unit Chaplain, it is their responsibility to appoint someone as Chaplain, 

either another clergyman, or a lay minister of the congregation. While the Chartered 

Organization Representative (COR) may suggest someone to serve as the Chaplain, the final 

decision rests with the Executive. Whether a Unit Chaplain is an ordained person or not depends 

on the policy of the Religious group.  

 

The opportunity for job training is usually provided by National committees of the chartering 

Faith. Chaplain Training is formally conducted by certain Faiths during Relationships Week 

every summer at the Philmont Scout Ranch Training Center near Cimarron, New Mexico. 

Courses are also conducted at annual/biennial National conferences of major Faiths that charter 

Scouting. Faith-specific beliefs and practices are taught for the religious training of their youth. 

They are also instructed to provide nonsectarian participation for Scouts not of their Faith. Only 

the nonsectarian portion of the Chaplain’s role will be addressed. For training within a specific 

Religion, please contact your Faith’s local or National committees, your Council’s Interfaith or 

Relationships committees. The Chaplain Patch, No. 00440, should be worn as a leadership patch 

on the left sleeve.  

 

Duties of the Unit Chaplain are defined with adult Leader positions by BSA in the Troop 

Committee Guidebook (and Manual for Chaplain Aides and Chaplains) provided below: 

 

Unit Chaplain - Duties: 

 

A. Provide a spiritual tone for troop meetings and activities 

 

A Unit Chaplain is the spiritual leader for the Scout Troop. With the assistance of the Chaplain 

Aide, a “spiritual tone” can be set at regular meetings, campouts, service projects and other 

activities. Certainly a prayer at the beginning of any assembly, and Grace before and after meals, 

should set the tone for spiritual reflection. But spiritual experiences should not be limited to 

prayer alone. The serious side of prayer should be balanced with a certain amount of fun if you 

want to reach the youth.   

 

If the Chaplain was to show up occasionally at meetings or a campfire, in addition to offering a 

prayer, a funny song, game or a good joke can create a more relaxed, spirited experience. Scouts 

like to play-act, so organized games such as “Guess the hero”, “Bible pantomimes” or “Scripture 

skits” may be appealing to them while they express their faith. 

 



Mid-America Council Chaplain & Chaplain’s Aide Manuel Page 8 
 

Always consider Scouts of other Faiths, who should be able to enjoy these experiences to the 

same degree as the Scouts of your Faith. Of course, the Unit Chaplain is entitled to have fun as 

well. 

 

B. Give guidance to the chaplain aide 

 

The Chaplain Aide is the Chaplain’s ambassador to the foreign world of the youth. Every 

Religious chartered Scout Troop should have a Chaplain Aide. If your unit does not have a 

Chaplain Aide, through the Scoutmaster or the Chartered Organizational Representative (COR) 

request that an appointment is made to that position.  

 

The Chaplain Aide has been instructed to contact the Chaplain after the Troop has drafted plans 

for possible Religious events. He will want to set up an appointment with you, accompanied by 

another Scout youth and adult leader, to discuss planned schedules and type of events. The 

Chaplain Aide has other duties that he may ask you for guidance, and he should ask what service 

projects that you, and other ministries or committees, could use some help by the Scouts and 

their families.  When every Scout works to advance in rank, he needs to do service projects. 

When the whole Troop is involved in doing work for you, through the Chaplain Aide, their 

volunteerism is rewarded twice; once in the satisfaction of doing a good deed, and another 

through recognition in advancement toward their goal of becoming an Eagle Scout. So, it’s a 

two-way street; you sponsor and support the Scouts and they do all this wonderful labor for you, 

and both sides benefit greatly! 

 

C. Promote regular participation of each member in the activities of the religious organization of 

his choice 

 

Nonsectarian support may seem difficult for a clergyman who must always promote strong 

convictions in the beliefs of his own Faith. It is easy to support Scouts who are members of your 

own congregation. Some you may see at your services and at other religious events.  But as a 

Scout leader, a Chaplain is called upon to also assist the spiritual growth of Scouts of other 

Faiths, as well. All Scouts should have the same opportunities for spiritual growth as part of the 

Scouting experience. They may not be attending regular worship services, but through your 

concern for them, and with the good example of their fellow Scouts attending your services, you 

may inspire them to attend services in their own Faith. For some Scouts, the only encounter with 

a belief in GOD, that they may have in their early life, is within the Scouting program. 

 

Do not exclude Scouts of other Faiths from being members of your Scout Units; it is not in 

keeping with what Scouting is all about. To discriminate against others because of Religion is 

against the nonsectarian policy, and certainly should not be taught to our youth in Scouting. As 

the Boy Scout Handbook relates in the discussion of the 12th point of the Scout Law “It is your 

duty to respect and defend others’ rights to their religious beliefs even when they differ from 

your own.” If someone thinks it is better to have a Troop of Scouts made up only from their 

Faith, they are doing a great disservice to their youth.   

 

Throughout the history of mankind, segregation that is passed on from generation to generation 

has always led to more hatred, more violence, and the atrocities of war. Lord Baden-Powell, told 
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us that the highest point in a man’s aim should be “active goodwill for and cooperation with his 

fellow men about the world, as being all children of the one FATHER. From this should ensue 

the reign of peace upon earth.” If you proclaim that others will know those of your Faith by their 

Love, how will others ever know, if they are shut out from witnessing that Love? 

 

Do not require a Scout to attend a religious service of your Faith if he does not want to attend. 

You should encourage the Scout to be active in his own religious organization, as other Scouts in 

his Troop are in yours. Mandatory religious requirements for Scouts of your Faith cannot be 

imposed upon a Scout of another Faith. BSA has even written this into its Bylaws, stating the 

following: 

 

“In no case where a unit is connected with a church or other distinctively religious 

organization, shall members be required, because of their membership in the unit, to take 

part in or observe a religious ceremony distinctly peculiar to that organization or church.” 

 

D. Visit homes of Scouts in time of sickness or need 

 

Home visits are not as common for clergymen as it was in the old days, when doctors would also 

visit. Today, pastoral visits are made to those that are seriously ill or injured, and to those who 

are distressed at the loss of a loved one. A youth missing out on Scouting activities can easily 

become depressed. A visit or phone call by a Chaplain can lift a youth’s spirit and make him 

realize that you and others really care. 

 

E. Give spiritual counseling service when needed or requested 

 

As the spiritual leader for your Unit, your abilities to counsel are of assistance in the proper 

functioning of the Troop. You should be kept informed of any problems that may arise. When 

you can help in a difficult situation, they will be impressed. Some religious awards may have a 

Mentor as an advisor, where you may also assist. 

With loss of a Scout or leader in your Unit, at the request or permission of both family and 

religious leader, Scouts may participate in the funeral and memorial service. It may be 

appropriate to attend in uniform, sit together as a unit, serve as pallbearers or ushers, and serve 

during the service for such things as reciting the Scout Oath or Law. Consult the BSA website 

under Relationships, for a Funeral Service outline to use as a guide. 

 

F. Encourage Scouts to earn their appropriate religious emblems 

 

Encouragement from your peers is one thing, but encouragement from your spiritual leader is 

usually a done thing! With the high respect that you are held by your Scouts, your support to 

work on Religious emblems may motivate them to do just that. And if they have difficulty 

working on it and quit, your inspiration can bring them back on-track. Special recognition should 

be made for Scouts who have attained all the Religious emblems available to them, in the form 

of a plaque or Religious article. Some Faiths also have Unit Awards as a patch worn above or as 

a temporary patch on the right pocket of Scout uniforms. As of this printing these include 

Catholic: Pope Paul VI Unit Award, Jewish: Frank L. Well Memorial Unit Recognition, 
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Lutheran: Recognition of Excellence, Methodist: Bishops Award of Excellence, and 

Presbyterian, Baptist and Disciples of Christ: Unit Award of Excellence. 

Consult your Faith’s committees on Scouting for details. Encourage your Units to earn them. 

 

The chaplain is in an ideal position to promote the religious emblems program and encourage 

Scouts to complete the requirements for their faith.  Many units include members of various 

faiths; therefore, knowledge of all emblems is helpful.  Since procedures vary among different 

faiths, The Duty to God brochure, No. 05-879E, is a helpful reference.  In addition, call the local 

Boy Scout service center or the council religious relations committee for help in identifying ways 

to promote the religious emblems program and emblem recipient recognition ceremonies.     

 

G. Report to troop committee at each meeting 

 

Troop Committees generally meet once every 1 to 3 months, usually every 2 months. You should 

be informed prior to these meetings. If you cannot attend all meetings have the Chaplain Aide 

attend for you, instructing him on what you would say, and ask him to report back to you 

afterward. At a minimum, meet with the committee at least quarterly.  Consider the Troop 

Committee as the staff of another solid ministry for your congregation, one that indeed is serving 

the future leaders of your Faith community. 

 

Praying in a Group 

When present, members of the clergy or chaplain aide may be asked to lead the troop or team in 

a prayer.  If the group consists of members with mixed beliefs, or if the beliefs of the group are 

unknown, then prayers should be non-sectarian.  However, if the group is of like belief or the 

unit is operated by a religious organization, then it is entirely appropriate to offer belief-specific 

prayers. 

The Unit C h a p l a i n’s A i d e 

 

The position of Chaplain Aide is among the several leadership positions available for Scout 

youth to serve within their Units. Serving as a Chaplain Aide also counts toward the leadership 

requirements for advancement in Boy Scout ranks. It is not a position for Cub Scouts, since it 

involves a higher skill level and understanding. 

 

The opportunity for job training specifically for Chaplain Aides is not always available, and most 

Aides have had to rely on the limited available information. This handbook is not limited to the 

information previously available for the Chaplain Aide position, only listing their duties, 

qualifications/requirements and prayers. This handbook additionally provides “how to” 

discussions and activities to foster a greater participation for all Scouts in actually doing their 

Duty to GOD. Scouts must also attend the Junior Leadership Training course to be a Unit leader. 

After they are trained, the Chaplain Aide Patch, No. 00443, should be worn as a leadership patch 

on the left sleeve. 
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Junior Leadership Training has, as part of its programs, an outline of the job description and 

duties of the Chaplain Aide, which are recited as listed below: 

 

Job description:  The chaplain aide works with the troop chaplain to meet the religious needs of 

Scouts in the troop. He also works to promote the religious emblems program. 

 

Reports to: the assistant senior patrol leader 

 

Chaplain Aide Duties: 

 

3. Assists the troop chaplain with Religious services at troop activities 

 

The Unit Chaplain is usually a clergyman who is very busy with religious activities. It may be 

difficult but is rewarding when they can participate in your unit’s activities.  Religious chartered 

units usually have a Pastor, Rabbi/Cantor, Bishop or President, etc. as the Executive Officer 

(EO) who may not be involved as an official BSA Chaplain. The EO can appoint another clergy 

or lay person to serve as the Chaplain; otherwise, they are considered to be the Chaplain. If you 

are not in a Religious chartered unit, find out the Faith of the majority of the Scouts and, if they 

have a preference for a Chaplain, he must first be approved by the Executive Officer before 

accepting that position. 

 

Set up a meeting with the Chaplain just after being appointed as Chaplain Aide, but remember 

that the “2-deep” rule always applies, where a minimum of 2-youth as well as 2-adults must be 

the minimum present. It is often more convenient for the Unit Chaplain to meet at their office or 

home. Set up a meeting at a time that you can attend with another Scout, preferably the Senior 

Patrol Leader or his Assistant, as well as a second adult, either the Scoutmaster, Assistant, or a 

parent. Have your unit’s schedule of events, noting special Religious events and dates. You 

should be able to tell him about the other duties, such as how many Scouts will be working on 

Religious emblems, and when his time may be needed to mentor or review with them. Having 

other leaders there makes sure the events are understood at both levels. 

 

When the Chaplain attends a troop function, the Chaplain Aide should be his host, taking on the 

role of an ambassador for the troop. Introduce the Chaplain to adult and youth Leaders, as well 

as the entire troop if he is there to speak or make a presentation. If he is there for a Religious 

service, help him carry and prepare items for the ceremony. Then see that he is assisted during 

the service. He should always be asked if he would like something to drink, and if food is served, 

asked if he would say the Grace before meals. Make sure he is treated with courtesy. When it is 

over, make sure he is assisted in carrying things out before his departure. 

 

Planning Religious Events for your unit should include the Unit Chaplain’s input, especially if he 

needs to attend. Also, plan to assist in providing service projects for special events or other needs 

of your Faith community. You should routinely ask the Chaplain and other ministry leaders what 

the Scouts can do for them to help their ministries, while at the same time provide needed service 

projects for your unit.  
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B. Tells Scouts about the Religious emblem program for their Faith 

 

Religious Emblems are available from all the Faiths that sponsor Scouting as a chartered 

organization. These are also available at different levels of Scouting, usually including Tiger, 

Cub and Boy Scouts, and possibly Venturing/Explorer Scouts as well. These are shown in the 

Boy Scout Handbook in Chapter 17 ( prior Ch.28) for many of the Faiths. A complete listing and 

descriptions will be provided later in the Addenda.  

 

Most programs require assistance by a parent (Tiger/Cubs) or adult “Advisor” as a Counselor, 

Mentor, or Moderator, with manuals also for the Advisors. Some Religions require Advisors are 

certified in their own training programs. However, all Advisors must attend the BSA Youth 

Protection Program before they meet for sessions. When sessions are held, the “2-deep” rule still 

applies for both Advisors and youth. The exception is if a single youth is working on an award, 

then he could be accompanied by one of the Scout’s parents. 

 

Tell about Religious emblems after the summer camp season, when your unit starts meeting 

again. The Chaplain Aide should plan to be scheduled as part of a meeting program, so that the 

Religious emblems can be explained to all the Scouts. You should not limit Religious emblems 

to only those of your sponsoring Faith, but you should find out what are the Religions of all the 

Unit members and advise them, giving them equal opportunity to work on their own Religious 

emblems, as well. Remember that BSA is “absolutely nonsectarian” and that you are to aid all 

Scouts within your unit in their Duty to GOD, according to their beliefs, “even when they differ 

from your own.” 

 

Unit Awards are available from some Faiths, as a patch worn above or as a temporary patch on 

the right pocket of Scout uniform shirts. As of this printing these include:   

 

 Catholic: Pope Paul VI Unit Award,  

 Jewish: Frank L. Well Memorial Unit Recognition, 

 Lutheran: Recognition of Excellence,  

 Methodist: Bishops Award of Excellence, and for 

 Presbyterian, Baptist and Disciples of Christ: Unit Award of Excellence.  

 

Consult your Religion’s local or National committees on Scouting for details. 

 

Religious emblem sessions should usually start by October or November in order to finish by 

Springtime, when most emblems are awarded. The Chaplain Aide should help coordinate the 

scheduling of sessions between adult Advisors and Scouts. Some sessions can be planned before, 

after or during Scout meetings, as well as before or after religious services. If everyone cannot 

make the same session, you may divide them into two groups, if okay with the Advisor(s) and if 

the “2-deep” rule is followed.  The “2-deep” rule requires a minimum of two adults, and also a 

minimum of two youth Scouts, at all types of meetings or outings. This is mandatory to conform 

with the Youth Protection Program and BSA insurance, as well as the other benefits of the 2-

deep leadership policy, where one leader helps the other. For Religious emblem sessions, they 

can be held as a private meeting or can be held as a break-out session in the same room at 

meetings with others in attendance, with at least two adults and two youth present at all times in 
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the larger room. The only exception to this is when only one youth is working on an emblem, 

then at private meeting sessions he could have one of his parents in attendance along with the 

Advisor(s). 

 

When emblems are awarded to the Scouts in your Unit, you should help coordinate their pinning 

ceremony with the Unit’s worship congregation, and for other Scouts at their own Faith’s 

worship place. You should also plan recognition for them at your Unit’s next Court of Honor, 

preferably with their Chaplain(s) attending, to at least present their uniform knot. Special 

recognition should be given for any Scout who earns all the emblems available from his 

particular Faith. You should also see to it that all emblem recipients are aware of Council 

Interfaith services that may also recognize Scouts and adults of all Faiths who were awarded 

Religious emblems over the past year.  

 

Boards of Review for advancement, for all ranks, typically include questions regarding what a 

Scout has accomplished in doing his Duty to GOD.   Effective 01 Jan 2016, a discussion of the 

Scout’s understanding of his Duty to God is required for all rank advancement in the BSA. 

 

Attaining Religious emblems, and relating what the Scout did to earn the emblem, provides one 

of the best ways to answer those questions. It has become a point that if a Scout cannot report 

doing anything in his Duty to GOD, he may be approved to advance only when he comes back 

with something to report! This can happen even at Eagle Scout reviews. If a Scout Unit does not 

have an active Religious program, it may find this out rather late for their Scouts. As the 

Chaplain Aide, you can assist in providing Duty to GOD opportunities, making sure that type of 

avoidable event does not happen to the Scouts in your unit. 

 

C. Makes sure Religious holidays are considered during troop program planning 

 

Religious Holidays are observed throughout the calendar year by various Faiths. Some occur on 

usual National holidays, but most are on schedules of their own particular Faith.  The dates of 

Christian and Jewish holy days are usually included in the Council calendar, and holy days of 

other Faiths may be added when their Scout membership is significant enough within a Council. 

Troop calendars and programs should be planned with consideration of the holy days of its 

members.  

 

Missed Scouting events because of Religious observances can still occur. Since all holy days 

may not be avoidable, a Scout should never be penalized for missing an event when it falls on 

one of his holy days. If the event was essential for advancement in rank, the Troop must make 

alternate arrangements for the Scout’s participation. This can be planned for, if the Chaplain 

Aide or anyone else brings it to attention during a Unit’s program planning meetings. However, 

even after an event has occurred, if a Scout missed such an essential event because of any 

Religious duties, the Unit must provide an alternate event for the Scout(s) to participate, and not 

be penalized.  

 

D. Helps plan for Religious observance in troop activities 
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Prayers opening a meeting should be a routine practice, even when there may not be a flag 

ceremony. As stated earlier, while it is important to celebrate with flag ceremonies, it is just as 

important to join together in prayer at your meetings, thanking GOD in praise of all that we have 

to celebrate about. Closing prayers are optional, but may not be as attentive as an opening prayer 

that follows the reciting of the Scout Oath and Scout Law, which ends with “A Scout is … 

Reverent.” 

 

Content of prayers should be considered when there are Scouts of several Faiths present. This 

would include scripture readings, since some scriptures have several versions or different 

interpretations, and others are not considered valid by all Faiths.  The Ten Commandments are 

surprisingly the same for all Jewish, Christian and Moslem Faiths, although the numbering may 

be different since the scripture was actually paraphrased and not written as a list. Some prayers 

in each of those Faiths may be acceptable to most Religions. Plan to use materials that are 

appropriate for the Faiths of the attending Scouts, Scouters and family members who are 

attending the event. The following Guidelines For Prayer provide suggestions for three situations 

that cover the various types of Scouting activities. 

 

Guidelines for Prayers at Scouting Activities – 

 

1. For an All-faiths situation, use nonsectarian/Interfaith words that everyone can share and 

feel comfortable about. Note that if you will be asking other Scouts or Scouters to give 

presentations, remember that some Faiths require their members to include faith-specific 

words in their presentations. Thus, in respect to the requirements of their Faith, they need 

not be asked to make presentations where Interfaith prayers or services are appropriate. 

2. If everyone present is Christian, Catholic or Protestant, ecumenical wording is 

appropriate. (Note that certain prayers and scriptures are the same for these Faiths, while 

others that are not accepted by all should be avoided.) 

3. If everyone present is of the same Faith (typically when a Religious sponsor or faith-

specific committee is sponsoring a special event) the services of that Faith are, of course, 

appropriate.  

 

Council and District functions are most always considered as being interfaith events, and should 

be conducted under Guideline No. 1 above. The person offering a prayer should administer it as 

a representative of all those who are present. When the person in charge considers asking 

someone to say a prayer, they should be aware of this situation and ask someone who can offer 

an interfaith prayer that is appropriate for the attenders. However, if during such an event a 

person offers a prayer that contains faith specific words, persons of other Faiths should not feel 

offended. Everyone should understand that a prayer or scripture reading is an expression of faith 

by the person who offers it, and that they are “doing their best” in a way that is familiar and 

sacred to them. This understanding should be 2-sided, with neither party having to feel offended 

by a prayer made in sincere reverence. 

 

Troop campouts and dinners should have Grace said at meals. Scouts are likely to say a Grace 

that they use every day, and persons of other Faiths should not be offended. In Religious 

chartered units many of the Scouts may be of the same Faith, where Guidelines No. 2 and No. 3 
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are appropriate. Otherwise, a prayer such as the Philmont Grace or one made up by a volunteer 

Scout may be more appropriate. 

 

Scout Sunday and Sabbath are always on the closest dates to February 8
th

, which is the BSA 

Anniversary date. The week that it falls in each year is National Scout Week.  Religious 

chartered units should plan ahead for a service at their own Worship place, with Scouts in full 

uniform. Religious emblem recipients over the past year should be recognized, as a service can 

provide for Scout unit(s) to make a formal presentation of their renewed Charter(s). 

Announcements can be posted in Sunday bulletins, so Scouts from that worship community who 

are members of other units can still attend at their home Worship place. Scouts of other youth 

organizations could be invited to participate. 

 

E. Sets a good example 

 

Set an example that is consistent with your leadership position. A Chaplain Aide should realize 

that this is an opportunity for personal growth, just like any other leadership position.  In 

promoting Religious emblems, it would set a good example if the Aide has earned a Religious 

emblem, or is working on earning one. You should conduct yourself in a moral way, not using 

the LORD’s name inappropriately, not using curse words. You should pray for guidance in this 

position, and find strength in prayer. Then you can help teach others to pray and get closer to 

GOD; which really is your main objective as Chaplain Aide for your Troop. 

 

F. Enthusiastically wears the Scout uniform correctly 

 

Wear your uniform with pride, and wear it well. The BSA is a uniformed organization for a good 

reason; Scouts and Scouters in uniform represent a symbol of pride in Scouting’s timeless 

values. As a symbol of the values Scouting upholds, the uniform also serves to remind Scouts to 

live up to those values. Scouting is an honor and there is a code of conduct you expect from a 

Scout when he is wearing the uniform. A full uniform for Scouting makes us all look like we are 

part of the same team. (If you were on a baseball, football, soccer or basketball team and showed 

up at a game without your uniform, would you expect to be able to play? Also, the cost of 

uniforms is not that much when you consider they last so long, are easy to clean, and dry fast 

when wet.) Scout uniforms are made for rough-and-ready use, appropriate for a weekly meeting 

or a camping adventure. Finally, then, it’s clear that we should all wear the uniform and we 

should try our best to wear it correctly.  

 

G. Lives by the Scout Oath and Law 

 

Live the Scout Oath and Law by your actions, how you treat others, and how you expect they 

will treat you in return. Do your duty to GOD and Country with honor, at your very best, always 

helping people, keeping yourself strong, awake to what’s happening, and morally on track. 

 

Be worthy of trust, be loyal and helpful to those around you, friendly and courteous to strangers, 

kind and obedient to your parents and leaders, cheerful and thrifty when you’re out and about in 

the big world. Be perceived by others to be a brave and clean person. And, of course, be reverent 

toward GOD, faithful in your Religious duties, respect the beliefs of others, and live your life by 
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the ideals of your beliefs. Teach others to pray, so that they can know, love and serve GOD. 

Continue to live in that Spirit of Love, for as our Founder has made clear to us, “Love is, after 

all, the spirit of GOD working within you.” 

 

H. Shows Scout spirit 

 

Make sure you have fun and do your best to help all fellow Scouts have fun! The Boy Scout 

Handbook says “Scout Spirit refers to the effort you make to live up to the ideals of Scouting. 

The Oath, Law, motto, and slogan serve as everyday guidelines for a good life.” For each 

advancement, a Scout must demonstrate Scout Spirit by “living the Scout Oath and Scout Law” 

in their everyday life. Most rank requirements can be measured by other people, such as 

swimming 50 feet for a swimming requirement. But “how well you live the Scout Oath and 

Scout Law in your life is something for you to judge.” Living the Scout Oath and Law were 

discussed previously, which leaves the Scout Motto and Slogan still open for discussion.  

 

The Scout Motto is “Be Prepared” and is shown by the skills and knowledge you have gained 

through training “to become productive citizens and to give happiness to other people.” The 

effort you make is to “Be Prepared for life –to live happily and without regret, knowing that you 

have done your best.” So this means to be prepared for the rewarding joys in life.   

 

The Scout Slogan is “Do a Good Turn Daily”, which means to do at least one good thing for 

someone every day. You should not be a person who does things only for yourself, or helps only 

those around you, to serve your own advantage. Your spirited efforts should be to serve others 

without regard for immediate reward. Keep a journal where you can list the Good Turns that you 

do every day. It’s good to be able to recall all the good things that you have done for others, 

during this time of your life. You should feel proud about the good deeds that you do, it is a 

healthy habit for you. The small, thoughtful acts, selfless deeds of love for others add up to the 

best of your good turns, which can really “make your day.” “A Good Turn is more than good 

manners. It is a special act of kindness.”  

 

Chaplain Aide Qualification Guidelines –  

Some publications list qualifications or requirements for the Chaplain Aide position. These are 

not mandatory; otherwise, some Units may not ever start to have a Chaplain Aide. These are 

regarded as guidelines, once this position is up and running, along with on-going training for the 

Chaplain Aides that serve in your Unit: 

 

1. The chaplain aide must be mature and sensitive, have earned the respect and trust of 

fellow Scouts. 

2. The chaplain aide must be at least a First Class Scout. 

3. The chaplain aide must have received or be working on the requirements leading to an 

age-appropriate religious emblem for his faith.  

 

Lists of Chaplain Aide Duties are available that set out many chores for the Chaplain Aide, but 

would be hard for a youth to achieve during the tenure of that revolving leadership position. To 

make it easier to do the important tasks in a orderly fashion, an activities checklist was prepared, 

which can be copied and used easily as provided on the following page. 
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Praying in a Group 

When present, members of the clergy or chaplain aide may be asked to lead the troop or team in 

a prayer.  If the group consists of members with mixed beliefs, or if the beliefs of the group are 

unknown, then prayers should be non-sectarian.  However, if the group is of like belief or the 

unit is operated by a religious organization, then it is entirely appropriate to offer belief-specific 

prayers.  
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Chaplain Aide Activities Checklist – (make copies) 

A. Initial Preparation for Activities 

 

1 Attend a Chaplain Aide Training course, and/or read the Duty to GOD Handbook 

2 Take a poll of unit members, note their Religion and what emblems they earned 

3 Attend a Patrol Leader Council meeting, draft plans for Religious events 

4 Plan the prayers to be used at meetings and meals, who will write them (by patrol?) 

5 Find out how to contact your Unit Chaplain or Executive Officer (EO) 

6 Set up a meeting with the Chaplain/EO along with the others attending (2-deep) 

7 When meeting the Chaplain, discuss possible religious events and dates, get input 

8 Also discuss service projects needed by your members’ Faith(s) ministries 

9 Finalize event dates/holidays plans, have dates placed on Troop & Pack calendars 

10 Note events your Chaplain should attend, make sure he knows about them 

11 Set a schedule for yourself to plan activities for Religious events and campouts 

 

B. Religious Emblems Coordination 

 

1. Plan and give presentations to tell Scouts (and Cubs) about the Religious emblems 

1 Make a list of past Religious emblem recipients and who wants to start on them 

2 Find out who the Counselors/Mentors will be for the Scouts who want to start 

3 Help set up the meeting schedules for emblem sessions with Scouts and Advisors 

4 Have someone take an attendance list at the emblem sessions and give them to you 

5 With the Advisor, make a chart to track progress of attendees by Chapter, etc. 

6 When emblems are earned, check that they are ordered and can be delivered 

7 Find out if there is a Council-wide ceremony for a Faith’s presentation of emblems 

8 Organize a ceremony for presentation of emblems and/or knots by your Chaplain 

9 Find out if there is an annual Interfaith ceremony in your Council for awardees 

 

C. Religious Holidays Coordination 

 

1 Have Units help in holy day events at your worship places, special services, etc. 

2 Make sure anyone who missed an advancement event on a holy day is not penalized 

3 Plan for a Scout (& Cub) Sunday/Sabbath Service at your worship place 

(nearest to the Feb. 8
th

 BSA anniversary date) 

 

The Chaplain Aide Patch, No. 00443, should be worn as a leadership patch on the left sleeve. 
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The Religious Emblems Program 
 

 

The first awards were the “Ad Altare Dei” emblem for Catholics in 1939, the “Pro Deo Et 

Patria” emblem for Lutherans in 1943, the “Ner Tamid” emblem for Jews in 1944, and the 

“God and Country” emblem for Protestants in 1945. These original emblems were created at 

the Boy Scout level only.  Today there are more than 75 emblems approved by BSA representing 

more than 35 religious groups.  

 

What exactly are religious emblems?  
 

The first and most important thing you need to remember about religious emblems, is that “they 

are programs that are created by national religious organizations.” I repeat, these are 

programs that are created by national religious organizations, not by the BSA. In other words, 

each faith creates its own program.  The religious organizations create their curriculum, establish 

the guidelines, and administer their programs.   

  

What are the Religious Emblems Programs? 
 

The religious emblems programs “provide specific religious instruction.” Since the curriculum 

is designed by the religious organization, these programs are religious education materials to 

encourage the spiritual development of their young people who are also members of the BSA.    

The religious emblems programs “are recognized by BSA” and “the medals are approved for 

wear on the official uniform.” This is one way that BSA promotes Duty to God. Thus, the 

religious emblems are cooperative ventures between the religious organizations and the BSA. 

 

Why Promote Religious Emblems? 
 

Duty to God is at the heart of the Scouting movement.” Every Scout professes a Duty to God 

in the Cub Scout Promise, Boy Scout Oath, and Venturing Oath. Everyone knows that “A Scout 

is Reverent.” 

  

“Religious emblems provide a spiritual component to the Scouting program.” Religious 

emblems promote the same values found in Scouting. They also help develop positive assets in 

youth members. Religious emblems go hand-in-hand with Scouting, and that’s why we promote 

them.  

 

“Scouting is nonsectarian and promotes religious emblems for ALL faiths.”  Scouting 

supports no creed and favors no religious faith over another. When promoting religious 

emblems, it is important to promote the emblems for ALL faiths.  
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How Do We Get Started? 
 

It is easy to get started on the religious emblems. There are four basic steps to get started. These 

are the steps that you would share with your Scouts and parents. 

 

Step 1: Youth members must obtain the specific booklet for their religion.  

 Use the “Duty to God” brochure to identify the program for your faith  

 Check with your council store or contact the religious organization directly. 

 Each Scout needs his own booklet to document progress. 

 Some religions offer adult manuals for counselors and mentors. 

 

Step 2: Parents must review the program guidelines.  

 Some programs require participants to be official “members” of the religious 

institution. 

 Age/grade requirements vary from program to program. 

 Each program sets its own guidelines as to who may serve as counselor.  Some 

programs require clergy to serve as counselors; other programs allow parents or other 

family members to serve as counselors. 

Step 3: Families should talk to their religious leaders and show them the booklet before 

beginning any program 

 Most programs require that they be completed under the auspices of that religious 

organization. 

 Many programs require the signature of the local religious leader. 

 Step 4: The youth member needs to complete the requirements, obtain the proper signatures, and 

follow the instructions to order the emblem. 

 These emblems are not available from your local council store (follow instructions in 

your booklet). 

 The emblem should be presented in a meaningful ceremony, preferably in the 

member’s religious institution. 

 The award can be presented at any time of the year. Boy Scout Sunday/Sabbath in 

February is a perfect time to recognize recipients.  

 

Religious Emblems Square Knots 

When a young person earns a religious emblem, they have earned the right to wear the universal 

religious square knot.  This is a silver knot on a purple background. This knot will always be on 

their uniform (it even carries up to the adult uniform). An adult who receives an adult award 

wears the square knot with the purple knot on the silver background.  
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Most religious emblems programs have more than one level. Young people are encouraged to 

continue with the religious emblems programs and earn awards at each level. Even though a 

Scout can only wear one square knot on the uniform, there are “devices” that are pinned in the 

square knot to show that awards were earned at different levels. 

     

Role of the Leader 

We want to spend just a minute talking about your role as a leader. Some leaders avoid anything 

to do with religion for fear of offending somebody. But it doesn’t have to be that way. The first 

thing is to realize that the role of the leader is to provide information, not religious instruction. 

Your role as a leader is to simply inform your Scouts and parents that these programs exist. You 

provide the information; the instruction should come from the home and the religious leaders. 

And that is why we encourage you to make a presentation on the religious emblems to Scouts 

and families.  

Adult Recognitions 

Training on religious emblems isn’t complete without mentioning the adult awards. The adult 

recognitions are different from the youth adults.  

 Adult recognitions are by nomination only. Adult recognitions are not work/study programs like 

the youth awards.  

They are not Mentor programs associated with the youth programs. 

 A minimum number of years of service is required. Recipients must have served both their Boy 

Scout Council and their local congregation. 

The adult nominations require several documents: 

 Completed application form (most of these application/nomination forms are available online) 

Resume of candidate’s qualifications  

Letters of recommendation (from the Boy Scout Council and the religious institution) 
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Each type of adult recognition is different.  Please check specific eligibility requirements for a 

particular award.  

  

Why aren’t the adult awards all the same? Answer:  The religious emblems are created by the 

national religious organizations, not by BSA, and that is why the requirements and guidelines 

will differ from program to program. 

 

Religious Emblems Resources  

1. Visit P.R.A.Y.’s web site at www.praypub.org.  Or  

2. Call P.R.A.Y. at 1-800-933-7729. 

 

Interfaith “Scout’s Own” Service 

 

The very first Scout Camp occurred in the Summer of 1907 over nine days on Brownsea Island, 

in Poole Harbor off the south coast of England. Lord Robert S. S. Baden-Powell, had been 

working on ideas about a training program for youth since 1904. He had studied youth programs 

in Britain, along with others from the U.S.A. such as Ernest Thompson Seton’s “Woodcraft 

Indians” and Dan Beard’s “Sons of Daniel Boone” programs. Additional training ideas came 

from his own book Aids to Scouting written as a small manual or hand-book for British Army 

scouts in Africa. To put what he called his “scheme” to the test, he planned this first encampment 

of the Scouting movement. There were 22 boys from all social classes, who were mixed into the 

first four “patrols.” Along with teaching concepts such as honor and loyalty, Lord Baden-Powell 

mixed games, contests on skills, and what is noteworthy here, he initiated group prayer sessions 

for Scouts. So Duty to GOD has been an important part of Scouting, right from the start.  

 

The “Scouts’ Own” prayer service was originated by Lord Robert S.S. Baden-Powell as “a 

gathering of Scouts for the worship of GOD and to promote fuller realization of Scout Law and 

Promise, but ... not in substitution for regular religious observances.” It was a “Scouts’ service on 

our own” that was followed by a Nature hike, and then a discussion led by the Scoutmaster. 

While not intended to replace formal worship services, if Camp is not near a worship place or not 

served by a Chaplain, the Scouts still should realize a duty to gather and pray together as a group. 

When Lord Baden-Powell received a complaint from a clergyman who first heard about this, he 

responded by writing: 

 

“Provided that care is taken to give an adequate substitute, I am not sure that a (Scout) 

does not imbibe personally and more directly a clearer impression of GOD where the 

wonders and beauties of Nature are pointed out to him, and eventually he gains a better 

http://www.praypub.org/
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conception of his duty to GOD and to his neighbour. While observing Sunday we have to 

remember that there is always the danger that if we make it too totally unlike a weekday, 

the (Scouts) are apt to think that religious thought and action is for Sundays only –- a 

fatal error.” (June 1928) 

 

The “nonsectarian” attitude is not new to Scouting or unique to the Boy Scouts of America.  

Goodwill to all people has been taught since the beginning of recorded time, from ancient 

cultures to modern societies. It was also an original part of Scouting from the very start of the 

movement. The Founder of Scouting, Lord Robert Baden-Powell, in collecting his own early 

thoughts on this “nonsectarian” policy, in his own writing still guides us today: 

 

“For an open Troop, or a Troop in camp, I think the Scouts’ Own should be open to all 

denominations, and carried on in such manner as to offend none. There should be not any 

special form, but it should abound in the right spirit, and should be conducted not from 

any ecclesiastical point of view, but that of the (Scout). Everything likely to make an 

artificial atmosphere should be avoided. We do not want a kind of imposed Church 

Parade, but a voluntary uplifting of their hearts by the (Scouts) in thanksgiving for the 

joys in life, and the desire on their part to seek inspiration and strength for greater love 

and service for others. A Scouts’ Own should have as big an effect on the (youth) as any 

service in Church, if in conducting the Scouts’ Own we remember that (Scouts) are not 

grown (adults), and if we go by the pace of the youngest and most uneducated of those 

present. Boredom is not reverence, nor will it breed religion.  To interest the (youth), the 

Scouts’ Own must be a cheery and varied function. Short hymns (three verses are as a 

rule quite enough -- never more than four); understandable prayers; a good address from 

a man who really understands (youth) –- a homely “talk” rather than an address -- which 

grips the (Scouts), and in which they may laugh or applaud as the spirit moves them, so 

that they take a real interest in what is said. If a man cannot make his point to keen 

(Scouts) in ten minutes he ought to be shot! If he has not got them keen, it would be 

better not to hold a Scouts’ Own at all.” (November 1928) 

 

Included in the Scouts’ Own service is the condition that it is the Scouts’ activity to plan and 

conduct, with advisory assistance by adults. Let Scouts adapt/compose prayers in their own 

words, but remind them we must always be mindful that we speak of and to GOD with the very 

highest respect. As suggested above by Lord Baden-Powell, a present day service could include 

some or all of the following five parts: 

 

1) Invocation and/or Song; 

2) Inspirational reading or thoughts (Lord B.P. quotes are good); 

3) Prayer of thanks, guidance, blessing and/or support;  

4) A story that illustrates or dramatizes some Scouting value (including appreciation for, 

and/or making the best use of the life that GOD has given to each of us);  

5) Benediction and/or Closing Song. 

 

A Prayer for Scouts, can be used or modified for the occasion as follows: 
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CREATOR of all that is good everywhere, bless YOUR children gathered here, and bless those 

in Scouting, far and near. Inspire us and guide us so we may dare, to lead, teach and serve, those 

who YOU entrust into our care. Grace us so that our courage, patience and wisdom increase, to 

foster duty to GOD in Scouting, and to promote world peace. Protect us all in traveling the paths 

YOU set before us, in the family of Scouting. GOD bless America, and GOD bless the Boy 

Scouts of America. Amen. 

 

Play-Acting was encouraged by Lord Baden-Powell, who said “Play-acting ought to form part of 

every (Scout’s) education.” Such activities may include “Guess the hero” where individual 

Scouts can mimic a historic or religious person in a respectful way; “Bible pantomimes” where 

Units mime Bible scenes with makeshift costumes, but without words, for others to guess the 

story; or “Scripture skits” where costumes could be more developed, along with some spoken 

words. For a mixed Religious group that includes Jewish, Christian and/or Moslem Scouts, the 

Ten Commandments could be acted out in skits, for the audience to guess which one was 

presented. For a Christian gathering of Scouts “the Way of the Cross” could be mimed, using 

fabricated props and costumes, along with readings. Let the Scouts improvise and come up with 

what they want to do. 

 

PRAYERS 
 

Morning or Opening Prayers 

 

Psalm 100 

Come, let us sing unto the Lord. Let us 

make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the 

lands. Let us serve the Lord with gladness 

and come into his presence with singing. 

 

This is the Beginning of a Brand New Day 

This is the beginning of a brand new day. I 

can waste it or use it for good. What I do 

today is important because I am exchanging 

a day of my life for it. When tomorrow 

comes, this day will be gone forever, 

leaving in its place what I have traded for it. 

I want it to be for gain, not loss; good, not 

evil; success, not failure; so that I shall 

never regret the price I paid for today. 

 

Help Us to Understand Our Promise Better 

God our Father, bless us as we gather here 

today. Help us to understand our promise 

better. Teach us to love you more and to 

love all your people and to do our very best 

every day. 
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As I Start Upon My Chosen Way 

Lord, as I start upon my chosen way, 

In all I do, my thoughts, my work, my play, 

Grant as I promise, courage new for me, 

 

 

Baha’i Writings 

Blessed is the spot, and the house, and the 

place, and the city, and the heart, and the 

mountain, and the refuge, and the cave, 

and the land, and the sea, and the island, 

and the meadow where mention of God 

hath been made and his praise glorified. 

 

Jewish Havdalah Service Prayer (adapted) 

Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, Ruler of 

the universe, who has created the light of 

the fire. O Lord, in the days ahead, help us, 

we pray, to distinguish between joys that 

pass and joys that endure, between love of 

self and love of others, between worship of 

men and worship of you. May the holiness 

of this worship time remain with us 

throughout the coming week. 

 

Jewish Sabbath Service Prayer 

May the time be not too distant, O Lord, 

when all your children will understand that 

they are brothers and sisters, so that, one 

in spirit and one in fellowship, they may be 

forever united before you. Then shall your 

kingdom be established on earth, and the 

word of your prophet shall be fulfilled: “The 

Lord will reign forever and ever.” 

 

Prayer from St. Patrick’s Breastplate 

I arise today 

Through God’s strength to pilot me: 

God’s might to uphold me, 

God’s wisdom to guide me, 

God’s eye to look before me, 

God’s ear to hear me, 

God’s word to speak for me, 

God’s hand to guard me, 

God’s way to lie before me, 
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God’s shield to protect me, 

God’s host to save me 

From snares of devils, 

From temptations of vices, 

From everyone who shall wish me ill, 

Afar and anear, 

Alone and in multitude. 

 

An Early Morning Psalm 

I behold the beauty of thy early morning dawn. 

Unto thee will I lift mine eyes with thanks for the dawn of another day; 

For all its beauty as the light of dawn breaks over the horizon. 

We see in it thy handiwork of blending colors, so beautiful. 

And we thank thee for the quietness of early morning 

That we may worship and meditate and call upon thee 

For help and guidance throughout the day. 

All the daylong thou art watching over thy children. 

Thou hast given us the beauty round about us 

So that we might enjoy thy wond’rous works. 

O, Great Spirit 

 

Prayer composed by Chief Yellow Lark, a Blackfoot Indian 

Oh, Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds and whose breath gives life to all the world, 

hear me. I come before you, one of your many children. I am weak and small. I need your 

strength and wisdom. Let me walk in beauty and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple 

sunset; my ears sharp so I may hear your voice. Make me wise, so I may learn the things you 

have taught my people, the lessons you have hidden under every rock and leaf. I seek strength, 

not to be superior to my brothers, but to be able to fight my greatest enemy — myself. Make me 

ever ready to come to you with clean hands and straight eyes, so whenever life fades, like the 

fading sunset, my spirit will come to you without shame. 

 

Take Time to Pray 

I got up early one morning 

And rushed right into the day. 

I had so much to accomplish 

That I didn’t have time to pray. 

Problems came tumbling about me; 

And heavier became each task, 

“Why doesn’t God help?” I wondered, 

He answered, “You didn’t ask.” 

I wanted to see joy and beauty 

But the day toiled on, gray and bleak, 

I wondered why God didn’t show me, 

He said, “But you didn’t seek.” 

I tried to come into God’s presence, 

I used all my keys at the lock, 
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God gently and lovingly chided, 

“My child, you didn’t knock.” 

I woke up early this morning, 

And paused before entering the day, 

I had so much to accomplish, 

That I had to take time to pray. 

 

Philmont Opening Prayer 

God our Father, we thank you for the beauty of the earth, for the food we eat, 

and for the comforts we enjoy. Help us to love others more, to be concerned with the 

problems of our day, and to understand your will in our actions. Grant us the 

strength to live wisely and well, to be worthy users of your creation, and ready 

and willing workers for the causes of goodness. 

 

Morning Prayer 

God, my Father, thank you for bringing me to the beginning of a new day. Thank you 

for the peace and rest of the night that is past. Each day gives me many opportunities 

of expressing my love for you; all my senses, all my talents come from you; by 

your power and presence help me to use them well today, doing everything for your 

honor. Preserve me from all that is evil, so that all I think and do and say may be 

pleasing to you. 

 

The Boy Scout’s Prayer 

Now the day has begun;  

Boy Scouts one by one, 

Bow your head in prayer to the Lord up there. 

Oh, I thank you for this beautiful day, O Lord. 

Thank you for the mountains, the trees in the lane, 

Thank you for the sunshine that shines through the rain; 

Thank you for this beautiful day. 

And as I hike on the trail today, 

And I raise my eyes to the sun lit sky, 

And I pray, oh hear my prayers today. 

Lord, I thank you for this beautiful day. 

 

Prayers of Thanks 

 

Scout Prayer of Thanks 

Dear God, we thank you today 

For the adventure of Scouting, 

For the unselfishness of parents and mentors, 

For the patience of teachers, 

And for the encouragement of friends. 

 

Philmont Scout Ranch Prayer of Thanks 

We thank you, O God, for this day, 
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For morning sun and evening star, 

For flowering trees and flowing streams, 

For life-giving rains and cooling breeze, 

For the earth’s patient turning, 

The changing of the seasons, 

The cycle of growth and decay, of life and death. 

When our eyes behold the beauty and grandeur of your world, 

We see the wisdom, power and goodness of its creator. 

We awake and behold! It’s a great day. 

 

Lord, We Thank You 

Lord, we thank you for this day. Help us to do our best every day, and forgive us when 

we slip. Teach us to be kind to other people and to help them at all times. Bless our 

parents and teachers and leaders and all the members of Scouting. Bless us, Lord, in 

your love for us. Help us to be better Scouts and let us do our best for you. 

 

What is Fair? 

Dear God, whenever we say, “It’s not fair,” 

We should remember those who have nothing to eat; 

Whenever we say, “It’s not fair,” 

We should remember those who sleep in the street; 

Whenever we say, “It’s not fair,” 

We should remember those in the middle of a war; 

Whenever we say, “It’s not fair,” 

We should remember those who are sick and poor. 

Help us to remember how blessed we are  

And not to say, “It’s not fair.” 

 

A Scouter’s Thanksgiving Prayer 

With reverence in our hearts, 

We, your many children of many beliefs, 

United in common purpose, 

Gather to offer this our humble prayer, 

In thanksgiving. 

As Scouters we are thankful for: 

The many gifts and talents given to our fellow Scouters, and to ourselves; 

The freedom we have to join together and as a team to accomplish more than any of 

us could alone; 

The opportunity to be of service to young people, parents, other Scouters and our 

community; 

Our joy at seeing so many young people become excited as they grow and are able 

to meet challenges; 

Being reminded by their ceremonies and legends that he who serves his fellows, is 

of his fellows greatest; 

And most importantly we are thankful for the gift of knowing that our prayers are 

heard. 
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We each in own way take this moment to silently add our own thanksgivings . . . 

(pause) 

With thanks in our hearts we offer our prayers and ask that you, the Great 

Scoutmaster of all Scouts, be with each of us until we meet again. 

 

An Invocation 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praise to your name, to proclaim your kindness at 

dawn, and your faithfulness throughout the night with 10-stringed instrument and lyre, with 

melody upon the harp. For you make me glad, O Lord, by our deeds; at the hands of your works 

I rejoice. 

How great are your works, O Lord! How very deep are your thoughts! 

 

A Psalm for the Thank Offering (from Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! 

Serve the Lord with gladness! 

Come into his presence with singing! 

Know that the Lord is God! 

It is he that made us, and we are his; 

We are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 

And his courts with praise! 

Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

For the Lord is good; 

His steadfast love endures forever, 

And his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

Graces 
 

Philmont Grace 

For food, for raiment, for life, for opportunity, for friendship and fellowship we thank thee, O 

Lord. 

 

The Lost Pines Grace 

For the opportunity to serve others, 

For the fellowship of friends, 

Thank you for bringing us together, O Lord, 

And guiding us with your hand. 

 

World Hunger Grace 

For food in a world where many walk in hunger, 

For faith in a world where many walk in fear, 

For friends in a world where many walk alone, 

We give you humble thanks, O Lord. 

 

 



Mid-America Council Chaplain & Chaplain’s Aide Manuel Page 30 
 

Gilwell Park Grace 

O Lord, the giver of all good. 

We thank thee for our daily food. 

May Scouting friends, and Scouting ways, 

Help us to serve thee all our days. 

 

Camp Horseshoe Morning Grace 

Gracious Giver of all good, 

Thee we thank for rest and food. 

Grant that all we do or say, 

In thy service be this day. 

 

Camp Horseshoe Noon Grace 

Father, for this noonday meal, 

We would speak the praise we feel. 

Health and strength we have from thee; 

Help us, Lord, to faithful be. 

 

Camp Horseshoe Evening Grace 

Tireless Guardian on our way, 

Thou has kept us well this day. 

While we thank thee, we request, 

Care continued, pardon, rest. 

 

General Prayers 
 

Serenity (The Serenity Prayer) 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change 

the things I can; and wisdom to know the difference. 

 

A Muslim Prayer 

Mawlana Jalal-al-Din Rumi, a 7th century Sufi mystic 

Let the beauty we love be what we do. 

There are hundreds of ways to kneel and kiss the ground. 

 

Confession 

Lord, we have been about the daily business of our lives, and have failed to notice the many 

ways in which you bless us. We have taken credit for the gifts you give us, as if they were by our 

own efforts.  We have ignored the miracles in our midst.  Help us, dear Lord, to be a people with 

eyes to see and ears to hear you at work, in our own hearts, and in your world. 

 

Peace (Prayer of St. Francis) 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 
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Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy; 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood, as to understand; 

To be loved, as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 

Third Step Prayer 

God, I offer myself to you, to build with me and do with me as you will. Relieve me of 

the bondage of self, that I may better do your will. Take away my difficulties, that 

victory over them may bear witness to those I would help of your power, your 

love, and the way of life. May I do your will always! 

 

Ninth Step Prayer 

God, give me the strength and direction to do the right thing no matter what the 

consequences may be. Help me to consider others and not harm them in any way. Help 

me to consult with others before I take any actions that would cause me to be sorry. 

Help me to not repeat such behaviors.  Show me the way of patience, tolerance, 

kindliness and love, and help me live the spiritual life. 

 

Solemn Prayer 

O Lord, this solemn prayer comes from deep desire, 

May my life be as pure as candle fire. 

Let my every breath dispel the world’s gloom, 

Let my spirit glow so brightly that darkness meets its doom. 

May my life enhance my country’s glory  

As the flower enhances the garden’s splendid revelry. 

May I be as faithfully drawn to learning 

As the moth is drawn to the candle’s burning. 

May my life be devoted to serving the needy 

And to loving a sorrowful, ever-suffering humanity. 

Lead me away from the path of temptation. 

O Lord, let truth alone be my destination. 

 

People of God 

Dear God, you made all the people of the world, and you love them all. Help me to 

see the real person when I meet someone and not just see the color of skin or 

difference in eyes. I look different to others, just like they look different to me. 

But really, we are all the same — People of God. 
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A Jewish Prayer 

Levi Yitchak of Beditschev 

God of the world, I stand before you and before my neighbors — pardoning, 

forgiving, struggling to be open to all who have hurt and angered me. Be this hurt of 

body or soul, of honor or property, whether they were forced to hurt me or did so 

willingly, whether by accident or intent, whether by word or deed, I forgive them 

because we are human. I am ready to take upon myself the commandment: love your 

neighbor as yourself. 

 

A Buddhist Prayer I 

The Four Immeasurable Vows, Tantric Buddhism 

May all beings have happiness and the causes of happiness; this is immeasurable loving 

kindness; 

May all things be liberated from suffering and the causes of suffering; this is immeasurable 

compassion; 

May all beings be free of suffering and always stay happy; this is immeasurable joy; 

May all things be free of grasping and aversion toward others, and develop faith in the equality 

of all beings; this is immeasurable equanimity. 

 

A Buddhist Prayer II 

His Holiness Tenzin Gyatso, the XIV Dalai Lama 

We are visitors on this planet. We are here for ninety or one hundred years at the most. During 

that period, we must try to do something good, something useful, with our lives. If you 

contribute to other people’s happiness, you will find the true goal, the true meaning of life. 

 

Camper’s Prayer 

God of the mountains and hills, make me tall and strong  

Tall enough and strong enough to right some wrong. 

God of the stars, make me steadfast and sure. 

God of every lake and stream, flow through my life and make it clean. 

God of the trees and woods, keep me fresh and pure. 

God of the rain, wash from my life all dirt and stain. 

Pure and strong let me remain. 

God of the seed and soil, plant in my heart thy love. 

God of the darkness and day, through shadows or light, be my stay. 

Guide thou my way. 

God of the radiant sun, light thou my life. 

God of the glorious dawn, make each day a fresh start. 

God of the evening peace and quiet, keep me free from fear and strife. 

God of the carefree birds, sing in my heart. 

God of the surging waves and sea, wide horizons give to me. 

Help me to see the world as thou would have it be. 

God of the lovely rose, make me lovely, too. 

God of the morning dew, each day my faith renew. 

God of all growing things, keep me growing, too. 
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Dakota Prayer 

O Almighty God, 

You have always been, 

And before you nothing has been. 

There is no one to pray to but you. 

The stars of the heavens are yours, 

And yours are the grasses of the earth, 

And the depths of the seas. 

You are older than all need, 

Older than all pain and prayer. 

Great God, fill us with light. 

Give us strength to understand and eyes to see. 

Teach us to walk the soft earth 

As relatives to all that live. 

Help us, for without you we are nothing. 

Creator Spirit, Come 

O God, creator of lakes and dunes, 

Help us to feel your spirit 

In the beauty of nature around us. 

Make us calm and, 

In the quiet, speak to us. 

Help us to listen; 

We have so much to learn from you 

And also from one another. 

Help us to share 

Our plans and our decisions, 

Our dreams and expectations. 

Help us to celebrate 

Your presence among us, 

And to work together in your name. 

 

Lord, Show Me How 

If I can do some good today, 

If I can help along life’s way, 

If I can something helpful say, 

Lord, show me how. 

If I can make one’s burden less, 

If I can help one in distress, 

If I can share more happiness, 

Lord, show me how. 

If I can help to dry a tear, 

If I can help dispel a fear, 

If I can make a problem clear, 

Lord, show me how. 

If I can teach that which I know, 
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If I can by example show, 

If I can point the way to go, 

Lord, show me how. 

If I can live the righteous (or Boy Scout) way, 

In all I do and think and say, 

If I can do my best today, 

Lord, show me how. 

 

Scouting Themed Prayers 
 

Philmont Prayer 

Can be sung to the tune of the U.S. Navy Hymn 

Almighty God of hill and plain, 

O’er which we hike in sun and rain, 

On mountain top and valley low, 

Protect us, Lord, where e’er we go. 

And from our grateful hearts we’ll raise 

Glad hymns of thankfulness and praise. 

 

Silent Prayer for Our Brothers 

Baden-Powell wrote: First, love and serve God. Second, love and serve your neighbor.  In doing 

you duty to God, always be grateful to him. Whenever you enjoy a pleasure or a good game, or 

succeed in doing a good thing, thank him for it, if only with a word or two. Let us each now say 

a silent prayer for our brother on our right (pause); for our brother on our left (pause);  and now 

for our brother Scouts around the world (pause). 

 

Eagle Scout Court of Honor Prayer 

Dear God, we come here to celebrate (Eagle Scout’s name)’s achievement of the Eagle Scout 

rank. As we reflect on his achievements, and our own accomplishments, of the past and our plans 

for the future, we know that unless the Lord builds the house, the laborers build in vain. We 

recognize you are the source of our success, so we praise you for your help in the past and the 

faith to depend on you in the future. Thank you for Scouting and what it means to (Eagle Scout’s 

name) and the rest of us. 

 

Before a Troop or Patrol Meeting 

Dear Heavenly Father, as we begin this meeting, we know that you are here with us. Make our 

hearts and minds ready to plan and do those things that will be pleasing to you and serve our 

troop (patrol) and our community. Where we fail, forgive us and help us start again in the way 

you would have us go. 

 

Before Leaving on a Campout 

As we prepare to leave on our campout, we ask you to be with us in our journey. As you traveled 

with Moses in the desert, so travel with us. Send your angels to watch over us on the road and at 

our campsite. Keep us safe from all harm. Give us patience with one another. Grant us the will 

and the skill to work together as a troop (patrol). Help us during this campout to grow closer to 
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one another and closer to you. Equip us to be your servants in your world. Bring us safely home 

to our family and friends. In your name we pray. 

 

Campsite Blessing 

Bless our campsite with your presence and joy. Keep us safe and may we all have fun.  By the 

spirit of affection and service, unite our Scouting families that they may show your praise in our 

land and the entire world. 

 

Upon Returning from a Campout 

Lord, we made it! Thank you. We’re back home. We are tired, but it was fun. Through the 

challenges and rough moments, we have grown as your children and that, as we reflect on these 

experiences, we will continue to grow. Where we tried each other’s patience, where we may 

have hurt one another, forgive us, and grant us the mercy to truly and completely forgive others.  

Send us back to our family, our school, our church and our community with your blessing. Make 

us your gifts to those with whom we live. Thank you for being with us, protecting us and 

blessing us on our camping experience. Now go with us to our home and bless all we do in your 

name. 

 

Scout’s Prayer I 

Dear God, help us to carry your spirit in our lives, that we may share it with others by living it 

ourselves. Help us to offer all that we have and are in your service. And help us to live the spirit 

of Scouting so the spirit will live on through us. 

 

Scout’s Prayer II 

We have hiked along life’s pathway, 

Our packs upon our backs, 

We have pitched our tents and rested 

Here and there along the tracks. 

We have used our compass wisely 

To guide us on our way, 

And hope to reach the campsite 

Of our Great Chief Scout someday. 

We have tried to be trustworthy  

Kept our honor high and clean, 

We have been as loyal as any 

To our country so esteemed. 

We have done our best at all times  

Kept our promise — been prepared, 

And hope our good deeds please him 

When at last our souls are bared. 

We have lightened others’ burdens, 

With our smiles along the way, 

We have kept our hand in God’s hand, 

Walked beside him day by day. 

And when our span of life runs out, 

We’ll make this gentle plea  
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May we sit around his campfire 

At the Final Jamboree. 

 

Scout’s Prayer III 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

Help to keep my honor bright, 

And teach me that integrity of character 

Is my most priceless possession. 

Grant that I may do my best today, 

And strive to do even better tomorrow. 

Teach me that duty is a friend and not an enemy, 

And help me face even the most 

disagreeable task cheerfully. 

Give me the faith to understand my purpose and life. 

Open my mind to the truth and fill my heart with love. 

I am thankful for all the blessings you have bestowed upon my country. 

Help me to do my duty to my country and  

To know that a good nation must be made from good men. 

Help me to remember my obligation to obey the Scout Law, 

And give me understanding, so that it is more than mere words. 

May I never tire of the joy of helping other people 

Or look the other way when someone is in need. 

You have given me the gift of a body, 

Make me wise enough to keep it healthy, 

That I might serve better. 

You are the source of all wisdom. 

Help me to have an alert mind, 

Teach me to think, 

And help me to learn discipline. 

In all that I do and in every challenge I face, 

Help me to know the difference between right and wrong, 

And lead me in obedience on a straight path to a worthy goal. 

 

Scout’s Prayer IV 

O, God of the mountains and valleys, of the forest, meadows and plains. Be our guide as we walk 

together the trail of life. And may your love, made known to us in the stories of our faith, be 

known to others through the words and deeds of our lives this day and always. 

 

A Prayer for the Boy Scouts 

O Lord, we thank you for the work of Sir Robert Baden-Powell, who in his dedication and 

wisdom founded the World Scouting Movement. We thank you for the efforts of those thousands 

of men and women who have brought Scouting to millions of boys the world over. We 

rededicate ourselves to the principles of our movement to do our best, to do our duty to God and 

to our country. We ask you, O Lord, to give us the strength and courage, each of us, to live up to 

the Scout Oath, the Scout Law and the high ideals of the World Brotherhood of Scouting. 
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Scouter’s Prayer I 

Dear Lord, from your judgment seat on high, 

Look down on a Scouter such as I. 

Search me through and find me whole, 

Then help me Lord to reach my goal. 

Help me, Lord, to work for thee, 

Guard my homeland keep it free. 

Help me to work with others and be kind, 

Helpful with my hands and mind. 

Keep me, Lord, both well and strong 

To help our growing boys along. 

Control my thoughts, keep them right, 

Sound, clean weapons for life’s fight. 

Protect my morals, keep them high, 

Grant this to a Scouter such as I. 

 

Scouter’s Prayer II 

Build me a Scout, O Lord, who will be strong enough to know when he is weak, and brave 

enough to face himself when he is afraid; one who will be proud and unbending in honest defeat, 

and humble and gentle in victory. 

Build me a Scout whose wishes will not take the place of deeds; a Scout who himself is the 

foundation stone of knowledge. 

Lead him, I pray, not in the path of ease and comfort, but under the stress and spur of difficulties 

and challenge. Here let him learn to stand up in the storm; here let him learn compassion for 

those who fail. 

Build me a Scout whose heart will be clear, whose goals will be high. A Scout who will master 

himself before he seeks to master others, one who will march into the future, yet never forgets 

the past. 

And after all these things are his, add, I pray, enough of a sense of humor so that he may always 

be serious, yet never take himself too seriously. 

Give him humility, so that he may always remember the simplicity of true wisdom, and the 

meekness of true strength. 

Then I, a Scouter who knew him, will dare to whisper, “I have not lived in vain.” 

 

A Prayer for Scouting 

Creator of all that is good everywhere, bless your children gathered here, 

And bless those in Scouting, far and near. 

Inspire us and guide us so we may dare 

To lead, teach and serve those who you entrust into our care. 

Grace us so that our courage, patience and wisdom increase, 

To foster duty to God in Scouting, and to promote world peace. 

Protect us all in traveling the paths you set before us in the family of Scouting. 

God bless America, and God bless the Boy Scouts of America. 
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Benedictions 
 

 

Simple Blessing 

May you walk in peace, 

Live with love, 

Work with joy, 

And may your God go with you. 

 

Scouting Benediction 

Wood and water; wind and tree; 

Wisdom, strength and courtesy; 

Scouting’s spirit go with thee. 

 

Philmont Scout Ranch Benediction 

May God bless us and protect us; 

May God show us favor and be gracious to us; 

May God show us kindness and grant us peace. 

 

Scoutmasters’ Closing 

And now, may the Great Master of all 

Scouts be with us until we meet again. 

 

Traditional Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and give you 

peace. 

 

Bahai Benediction 

May we all remain fast and firm in faith that the Glory of Glories may rest upon us. 

Thou art Gracious, the Bountiful, the Merciful and the Compassionate. 

 

A Wood Badge Benediction 

And now in your journey, may the trail rise up to meet your stride, 

May the sun shine softly on your backpack, 

May the cool, clean waters carry your canoe safely to your next portage, 

May the wind bring warm blessings to your encampment, 

May your Scouts find in you a fine example of the adult they hope to be. 

Peace be with you this day and forevermore. 

 

Wood Badge (or other special occasion) Benediction 

We thank you, O Lord, for the opportunity at this Wood Badge (or insert other special 

occasion) experience to share, and to celebrate with our fellow Scouters (or Scouts). Help us 

learn from one another and strengthen the bonds of fellowship among us. 

 

An Indian Benediction 
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O Great Spirit, bless us from the North with the cool winds that calm our passions. Bless 

us from the East with the winds that bring and renew life. Bless us from the South with the warm 

wet winds that invite growth. Bless us from the West with the winds that lead us through this life 

to the next. Fill the sky so that we might sense your presence. And bless us from the  Earth from 

which we’ve come and to whom we shall return. 

 

A Scouting Benediction 

Dear God, thank you for the opportunity to be here in your garden. Give us the strength to 

endure, the wisdom to enjoy each moment, and the courage to push ourselves further than we 

have ever before. Bless our troop and our leaders as we journey through Boy Scouting. 

 

Rope Circle Closing 

Give everyone a piece of rope about 1m long. Tell them to tie their ropes together with square 

knots. Then, holding the knotted rope they form a friendship circle, lean back, and let the rope 

support them. Leader says: 

You are now part of a group of close friends, held together by a square knot, the 

symbol of helping others. Let’s say our promise together. (Repeat Scout Oath together.) 

 

Old Irish Blessing 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

The rain fall soft upon your friends, 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 

The Founder’s Blessing 

Dear Lord, we thank you for the many blessings and much happiness that you have granted us. 

For such blessings, deeds of thankfulness are, in your sight, more acceptable than mere words of 

praise.  Therefore shall we render our thanks by working in your cause and by doing that which 

is the truest service to you. To this end, O God, help us by developing in us less of care for self 

and more of care for others.  Strengthen in us that love that binds each of us to all and all to you, 

that through our brotherhood of Scouts, which under your good care has spread across the world, 

we may help to bring about the spirit of goodwill and pace between the nations. 

 

Scoutmaster’s Responsive Benediction 

Leader: And now, may the blessings of our Great Scoutmaster rest upon each of us and upon all 

Scouts, and may we always follow the trail of honor and service. 

L: A good Scout is prepared; 

Scouts: We are prepared, sir (ma’am). 

L: A good Scout does at least one good turn daily; 

S: It has been done, sir (ma’am). 

L: Then I charge you to go forth for God, your country, your home and your fellow Scouts. 

Good night, Scouts! 

S: Good night, sir (ma’am). 
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RESPONSIVE READINGS 
Note:  For more responsive reading options, most of the chapters of Psalms can become an 

exchange among the group, with the worship leader and group members taking turns through a 

verse-by-verse reading of the chapter. 

 

Hear Our Prayer 

Leader: Let us pray for Scouts, for Scouters, and for all people. Lord, in your mercy, 

Scouts: Hear our prayer. 

L: Because we have failed in the trust others placed in us, we pray for forgiveness and for 

renewal to be trustworthy. Lord, in your mercy, 

S: Hear our prayer. 

L: For strength to be loyal to our calling as his disciples in the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

S: Hear our prayer. 

L: For forgiveness when we saw the need to help and passed that need by; when we failed to ask 

if we could be helpful to a friend or a stranger. Lord, in your mercy, 

S: Hear our prayer. 

L: For the spirit to be friendly to all people and even to those who are unfriendly to us. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

S: Hear our prayer. 

L: For the gift of courtesy to all people, but especially to the elderly, the disabled and little 

children. Lord in your mercy, 

S: Hear our prayer. 

L: For a heart that rejoices in being kind to people, to animals, and to earth on which we live. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

S: Hear our prayer. 

L: For the will to discipline ourselves to be obedient to the will of our God, and not to our selfish 

desires. Lord, in your mercy, 

S: Hear our prayer. 

L: For a cheerful spirit to see us through disappointing events in our lives; for a faith that 

believes God will bring some good even from events that cause us pain and sadness. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

S: Hear our prayer. 

L: For an appreciation that all that we have is the gift of our gracious God; for a mind and a heart 

that will be thrifty in managing the resources God has entrusted to our care. Lord, in your mercy, 

S: Hear our prayer. 

L: For the courage not to be afraid of doing what is right and to be brave in working for justice.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

S: Hear our prayer. 

 

A Trail Responsive Prayer 

Leader: For silver on the sage, for starlit skies above, for aspen covered hills, for the country 

that I love, 

Scouts: We thank you, O Lord. 

L: For wind in whispering pines, for eagles soaring high, for purple mountains rising against an 

azure sky, 
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S: We thank you, O Lord. 

L: For friends who walk with me along the awesome trail, for those who share their care for me, 

especially when I fail, 

S: We thank you, O Lord. 

L: As the sun rises over the tall lonesome pine, may your care and love for us in all our actions 

shine. O Lord, walk with us along the trail. Bless our walk together.   

 

Psalm 23 (New Living Translation) 

Leader: The Lord is my shepherd; 

Scouts: I have all that I need. 

L: He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. 

S: He renews my strength. 

L: He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his name. 

S: Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you are 

close beside me. 

L: Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me. You prepare a feast for me 

in the presence of my enemies. You honor me by anointing my head with oil. 

S: My cup overflows with blessings. 

L: Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life, 

All: And I will live in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

Scout Oath Responses 

 

Scout Oath I 

Scouts: On my honor, I will do my best 

Leader: Almighty God, keep us always mindful that our honor is a possession to be cherished as 

dearly as life itself.  Endow us with firmness of purpose and uncommon integrity enabling us to 

fulfill those responsibilities with which we are charged. Make us ever conscious of the trust 

others have placed in us as Scouts.   

S: To do my duty to God 

L: Creator of the universe, how often we forget the true source of life’s joys and pleasures. How 

often, too, have we failed to remember the origin of our inward strength, which has enabled us 

to be aware of your continual presence in our daily lives. Help us to understand the more 

meaningful rewards of service in your name. 

S: And my country 

L: We thank thee, Almighty God, for the privilege of living in a country such as the United 

States of America. Keep foremost in our minds that the freedoms, which we enjoy, were bought 

through the unselfish sacrifices of those who have gone before us, and those currently serving 

our country. As the strength of a country is in her people, let us never avoid our responsibility to 

maintain this nation as a beacon of hope and freedom to all mankind. 

S: And to obey the Scout Law 

L: Heavenly Father, accept the heartfelt thank of us Scouts and Scouters for such men of vision 

and leadership as Robert Baden-Powell and William Boyce. Keep always before us the ideals, 

which they set forth, and grant us courage to live by them when others may not. Allow us never 

to forget that our actions may be the examples others choose to follow. 

S: To help other people at all times 
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L: Grant us forgiveness, Patient Lord, when we place the insignificant wants in our lives above 

the necessities in others’ lives. Teach us to recognize and understand the problems facing others 

and prepare us for each day’s task of helping others. 

S: To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight 

L: God of our ancestors, let us never forget that our bodies and minds are but temporary gifts 

from you. Help us to preserve, strengthen and use them for the betterment of our world. May our 

thoughts and actions be directed toward more meaningful service in your name. 

 

Scout Oath II 

Leader: When facing cheating and dishonesty; 

Scouts: Let us be trustworthy. 

L: If we see stubbornness and unfaithfulness; 

S: Let us be loyal. 

L: Where there is disregard of others; 

S: Let us be helpful. 

L: When we find someone facing sadness; 

S: Let us be kind. 

L: In an atmosphere of bad manners; 

S: Let us be courteous. 

L: Where there is cruelty and crudeness; 

S: Let us be kind. 

L: Though law-breaking and wrong-doing are common; 

S: Let us be obedient. 

L: While others grumble and complain; 

S: Let us be cheerful. 

L: In a world spoiled by waste and greed; 

S: Let us be thrifty. 

L: When confronted with danger and temptation; 

S: Let us be brave. 

L: As we see filth and pollution everywhere; 

S: Let us be clean. 

L: While witnessing profanity and dishonor; 

S: Let us be reverent. 

 

Scout Oath III 

Leader: Our honor is a quality we possess because of our dignity as human beings and children 

of God. Our “best” means to give all we have. It means to keep striving to do what we know is 

right, and in the Oath it means we will try to be good Scouts by fulfilling our duties as expressed 

in the Scout Law. 

Scouts: On my honor, I will do my best. 

L: Our duty to God and country means chiefly two things: obedience and loyalty. The duties we 

owe to the House of God, to our country, to parents, to one another, and to ourselves come from 

some command of God. The Scout Law sums up all the qualities a Scout should have and 

without which he cannot be a good Scout. 

S: To do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law. 
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L: Our Lord told us that love of our neighbor was like the first law of love of God. The first 

children of God were known by the love they had for one another. Real human charity or love 

prompts us to want to help others at all times. Our Scout training will give us skills and  

knowledge that will put us in a better position to do this. 

S: To help other people at all times. 

L: Scouting offers us many opportunities to grow strong physically. To be alert and ready 

requires us to give special care to those gifts of soul — intellect and will — that make us unto 

God. “Morally straight” means we must try to know what is right and true, and to love what is 

good and choose it.  

S: To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight. 

 

Scout Oath IV 

Leader: All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful for those who keep the demands of his 

covenant. [Psalms 25:10] 

Scouts: On my honor, I will do my best, to do my duty to God and my country. 

L: Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he chose for his inheritance. 

[Psalms 33:12]; My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for 

they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity. [Proverbs 3:1-2] 

S: On my honor, I will do my best to obey the Scout Law. 

L: Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” [Matthew 22:37-39]; Let your light shine before men, that they may see 

your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. [Matthew 5:16] 

S: On my honor, I will do my best to help other people at all times. 

L: Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? If 

anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are 

that temple. [1 Corinthians 3:16-17] 

S: On my honor, I will do my best to keep myself mentally awake. 

L: Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 

[Proverbs 4:7]; How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your Word. 

[Psalms 119:9] 

S: On my honor, I will do my best to keep myself morally straight. 

L: Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and 

he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. [Isaiah 55:7] 

 

God is the Eternal One (Adon Olam) 

This is an 11th century Hebrew prayer composed by the Jewish poet and philosopher Solomon 

Ibn Gibirol. 

Leader: God is the Eternal One, who reigned before any being had yet been created; when all 

was done according to God’s will, already then God’s name was sovereign. 

Scouts: And after all has ceased to be, still will God reign in solitary majesty; God was, God is, 

and God shall be in glory. 

L: And God is one, without compare, without being, without end; to God belongs power and 

dominion. 

S: And the sovereign of all is my own God, my living Redeemer, my rock in time of trouble and 

distress; my banner and my refuge, my benefactor, to whom, in anguish, I can call. 
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S: Into God’s hands I entrust my spirit, both when I sleep as when I wake; and with my spirit, my 

body also: God is with me, I will not fear. 

S: I promise to do my best, to do my duty to God. 

L: Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord. [Psalms 33:12] 

S: I promise to do my best, to do my duty to my country. 

L: Love your neighbor as yourself. [Romans 13:9] 

S: I promise to do my best, to help other people. 

L: My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart. [Proverbs 3:1] 

S: I promise to do my best, to obey the Scout Law. 

L: Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in all the ways I command 

you, that it may go well with you. [Jeremiah 7:23] 

S: I promise to do my best, to keep myself physically strong. 

L: A wise man has great power, and a man of knowledge increases strength. [Proverbs 24:5] 

S: I promise to do my best, to keep myself mentally awake. 

L: Do what is right and good in the Lord’s sight. [Deuteronomy 6:18] 

S: I promise to do my best, to keep myself morally straight. 

L: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. [Proverbs 3:5-6] 

 

Scout Law Responses 

 

Scout Law I 

Leader: No one who practices deceit will dwell in my house; no one who speaks falsely will 

stand in my presence.  [Psalms 101:7] 

Scouts: A Scout is trustworthy. 

L: But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will 

go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. [Ruth 

1:16] 

S: A Scout is loyal. 

L: Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as 

yourself. I am the Lord.  [Leviticus 19:18] 

S: A Scout is helpful. 

L: Can two people walk together without agreeing on the direction? [Amos 3:3] 

S: A Scout is friendly. 

L: Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God 

is giving you. [Exodus 20:12] 

S: A Scout is courteous. 

L: Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act. [Proverbs 

3:27] 

S: A Scout is kind. 

L: Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to words of knowledge. [Proverbs 23:12] 

S: A Scout is obedient. 

L: A glad heart is good medicine. [Proverbs 17:22] 

S: A Scout is cheerful. 

L: In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he 

has. [Proverbs 21:20] 
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S: A Scout is thrifty. 

L: David also said to Solomon his son, “Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Do not be 

afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my God, is with you.  He will not fail you or forsake 

you until all the work … of the Lord is finished. [1 Chronicles 28:20] 

S: A Scout is brave. 

L: Who may ascend the hill of the Lord?  Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean 

hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false. [Psalms 

24:3-4] 

S: A Scout is clean. 

L: And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 

with your God. [Micah 6:8] 

S: A Scout is reverent. 

 

Scout Law II 

Leader: The Scout Law is a guiding light to millions of boys and young adults throughout the 

world today, but the principles of the Law have been brought to us from ancient days. 

L: You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. [Exodus 20:16] 

Scouts: A Scout is trustworthy. 

L: Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 

dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. [Luke 16:10] 

S: A Scout is loyal. 

L: Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as 

yourself. I am the Lord. [Leviticus 19:18]. There will always be poor people in the land.  

Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and 

needy in your land.  [Deuteronomy 15:11] 

S: A Scout is helpful. 

L: Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. [Romans 

12:10]. How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! [Psalms 133:1] 

S: A Scout is friendly. 

L: Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 

building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. [Ephesians 4:29] 

S: A Scout is courteous. 

L: Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other…  [Ephesians 4:32] 

S: A Scout is kind. 

L: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother”… 

[Ephesians 6:1] 

S: A Scout is obedient. 

L: A happy heart makes the face cheerful, but heartache crushes the spirit. [Proverbs 15:13] 

S: A Scout is cheerful. 

L: Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to 

see if he has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not able to 

finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, “This fellow began to build and was not 

able to finish.” [Luke 14:28-30] 

S: A Scout is thrifty. 

L: Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your 

God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. [Deuteronomy 31:6] 
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S: A Scout is brave. 

L: I called on your name, Lord, from the depths of the pit. You heard my plea: “Do not close 

your ears to my cry for relief.” You came near when I called you, and you said, “Do not fear.” 

[Lamentations 3:55-57] 

S: A Scout is clean. 

L: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 

with all your strength. [Mark 12:30] 

S: A Scout is reverent. 

 

Scout Law Litany I 

Leader: A true and worthy person recognizes his obligations and does them without being  

watched or compelled. 

Scouts: A scout is trustworthy. 

L: We owe much to many — to home, school, community, nation and God. 

S: A scout is loyal. 

L: The good Samaritan showed the spirit of doing a Good Turn. 

S: A scout is helpful. 

L: Courtesy is the mark of all faiths. It is shown in thoughtful acts and kindly respect for 

everyone. 

S: A scout is courteous. 

L: Kindliness is the way people show respect for others. 

S: A scout is kind. 

L: Life is filled with things that we must do whether we like them or not. One of the marks of 

growing up is our readiness to accept responsibilities willingly. 

S: A scout is obedient. 

L: Our moods make our days. If we are grouchy, our day is gloomy. If we are happy, our day is 

always brighter. 

S: A scout is cheerful. 

L: The world offers many gifts. A wise person uses them with care. 

S: A scout is thrifty. 

L: To each of us comes danger, difficult tasks and temptations. In choice of courage or 

cowardice, may we be brave. 

S: A scout is brave. 

L: Cleanliness is next to Godliness. To have a clean body, a clean mind and a clean record is a 

rewarding achievement. 

S: A scout is clean. 

L: Character is determined by the things we worship. If we respect ourselves and our brothers 

and sisters, and see them as gifts of the goodness of God, we live on a high plane. 

S: A Scout is reverent. 

L: Give us clean hands, clean words, and clean thoughts, O God. Teach us to work hard and to 

play fairly. Forgive us when we are unkind and help us to help others. Send us strength to do a 

good turn each day and so to live out your will. 
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Scout Law Litany II 

Scouts: A scout is trustworthy. 

Leader: No one who practices deceit will dwell in my house; no one who speaks falsely will 

stand in my presence.  [Psalms 101:7] 

S: A scout is loyal. 

L: Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, even though they are 

strangers to you. [3 John 1:5] 

S: A scout is helpful. 

L: In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 

remembering the words Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” [Acts 

20:35] 

S: A scout is friendly. 

L: A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a 

brother. [Proverbs 18:24] 

S: A scout is courteous. 

L: Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other…[Ephesians 4:32] 

S: A scout is kind. 

L: Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce 

quarrels. And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to 

teach, not resentful. [2 Timothy 2:23-24] 

S: A scout is obedient. 

L: Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do 

whatever is good… [Titus 3:1] 

S: A scout is cheerful. 

L: A cheerful look brings joy to the heart, and good news gives health to the bones. [Proverbs 

15:30] 

S: A scout is thrifty. 

L: In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he 

has. [Proverbs 21:20] 

S: A scout is brave. 

L: Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your 

God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.  [Deuteronomy 31:6] 

S: A scout is clean. 

L: You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean… 

[Leviticus 10:10] 

S: A scout is reverent. 

L: And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 

with your God. [Micah 6:8] 

 

SONGS 
 

Scout-themed Songs 

 

Scout Vespers 

Tune: Oh, Christmas Tree 
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Softly falls the light of day, 

While our campfire fades away. 

Silently each scout should ask: 

“Have I done my daily task? 

Have I kept my honor bright? 

Can I guiltless sleep tonight? 

Have I done and have I dared 

Everything to be prepared?” 

Listen, Lord, oh listen, Lord, 

As I whisper soft and low, 

Bless my mom and bless my dad, 

There is something they should know. 

I have kept my honor bright. 

The Oath and Law has been my guide. 

Mom and Dad, this you should know, 

Deep in my heart, I love you so. 

 

Kum Ba Ya (The Scout Law Version) 

“Kum ba ya” (“come by here”) has African American roots dating back to a 1920s Gullah 

spiritual sung on the islands of South Carolina. It was taken by missionaries to Angola, Africa, 

in the 1930s, and returned to America in 1950s after being rediscovered in Angola. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

O Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is trustworthy, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is loyal, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is helpful, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

O, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is friendly, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is courteous, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is kind, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

O, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is obedient, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is cheerful, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is thrifty, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

O, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is brave, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is clean, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

A Scout is reverent, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

O, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

O Lord, Kum ba ya. 

 



Mid-America Council Chaplain & Chaplain’s Aide Manuel Page 49 
 

Philmont Hymn 

Silver on the sage, starlit skies above, 

Aspen covered hills, country that I love. 

Philmont here’s to thee, Scouting paradise, 

Out in God’s country tonight. 

Wind in whispering pines, eagle soaring high, 

Purple mountains rise against an azure sky. 

Philmont here’s to thee, Scouting paradise, 

Out in God’s country tonight. 

 

On Top of Old Smokey (Scout Version) 

On top of Old Smokey, all covered with snow, 

I learned a great lesson, all people should know. 

I met a Scoutmaster, a helper of youth. 

He was roaming God’s mountain, in search of the truth. 

He told me he’d found it, in the red sunset’s glow; 

In the voice of the thunder, in the touch of the snow. 

His truth was quite simple, as plain as could be, 

I’ll never forget what, that Leader told me. 

Do your duty to God, to the red, white, and blue. 

To all others be helpful, to thine own self be true. 

 

Traditional Religious Songs 

 

This is the Day 

This is the day (this is the day), 

That the Lord has made (that the Lord has made). 

We will rejoice (we will rejoice), 

And be glad in it (and be glad in it)! 

This is the day that the Lord has made, 

We will rejoice and be glad in it! 

This is the day (this is the day), 

That the Lord has made. 

 

Michael, Row the Boat Ashore 

Chorus: 

Michael, row the boat ashore, Hallelujah! 

Michael, row the boat ashore, Hallelujah! 

My brothers and sisters are all aboard, 

Hallelujah! 

My brothers and sisters are all aboard, 

Hallelujah! 

Chorus 

The river is deep and the river is wide, 

Hallelujah! 

Milk and honey on the other side, 
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Hallelujah! 

Jordan’s river is chilly and cold, Hallelujah! 

Chills the body but warms the soul, 

Hallelujah! 

Chorus 

 

Peace Like a River 

I’ve got peace like a river, 

I’ve got peace like a river. 

I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. 

I’ve got love an ocean, 

I’ve got love an ocean. 

I’ve got love an ocean in my soul. 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain. 

I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul. 

I’ve got peace and joy like a river. 

I’ve got peace and joy like a river. 

I’ve got peace and joy like a river in my 

soul. 

 

God is So Good 

God is so good; God is so good, 

God is so good; he’s so good to me! 

He cares for me; he cares for me, 

He cares for me; he’s so good to me! 

I love him so; I love him so, 

I love him so; he’s so good to me! 

I praise his name; I praise his name, 

I praise his name; he’s so good to me! 

 

Amazing Grace 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

T’was grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace, my fears relieved. 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come; 

‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far and grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me. 

His word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be, 
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As long as life endures. 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 

And mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess within the veil, 

A life of joy and peace. 

When we’ve been here ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun. 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’ve first begun. 

 

Father Abraham 

Father Abraham had many sons 

Many sons had Father Abraham 

I am one of them and so are you 

So let’s all praise the Lord. 

Right arm! 

Additional movements: 

Right arm, left arm! 

Right arm, left arm, right foot! 

Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot! 

Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot, 

chin up! 

Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot, 

chin up, turn around! 

Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot, 

chin up, turn around, sit down! 

 

Kum Ba Ya 

“Kum ba ya” (“come by here”) has African American roots dating back to a 1920s Gullah 

spiritual sung on the islands of South Carolina. It was taken by missionaries to Angola, Africa, 

in the 1930s, and returned to America in 1950s after being rediscovered in Angola. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

O Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Additional stanzas: 

Someone’s crying, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Someone’s laughing, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Someone’s shouting, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Someone’s praying, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Someone’s camping, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Someone’s singing, Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Last stanza: 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya. 
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O Lord, Kum ba ya. 

 

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands 

He’s got the whole world, in his hands, 

He’s got the whole wide world, in his hands, 

He’s got the whole world, in his hands, 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got you and me, brother, in his hands. 

He’s got you and me, brother, in his hands. 

He’s got you and me, brother, in his hands. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

Additional stanzas: 

He’s got all of Troop 888, in his hands. 

He’s got Boy Scouts everywhere, in his hands. 

He’s got the wind and the rain, in his hands. 

He’s got you and me, sister, in his hands. 

He’s got little bitty babies, in his hands. 

He’s got everybody here, in his hands. 

 

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 

Chorus: 

Swing low, sweet chariot, 

Comin’ for to carry me home; 

Swing low, sweet chariot, 

Comin’ for to carry me home. 

I looked over Jordan, 

And what did I see, 

Comin’ for to carry me home? 

A band of angels comin’ after me, 

Comin’ for to carry me home. 

Chorus 

If you get there before I do, 

Comin’ for to carry me home, 

Tell all my friends I’m comin’ too, 

Comin’ for to carry me home. 

Chorus 

 

Morning Has Broken 

Morning has broken, like the first morning. 

Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning. 

Praise for them springing fresh from the word. 

Sweet the rains new fall, sunlit from heaven. 

Like the first dew fall, on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden. 

Sprung in completeness where his feet pass. 
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Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning. 

Born of the one light Eden saw play. 

Praise with elation, praise every morning. 

God’s re-creation of the new day. 

 

I’ve Got the Joy in My Heart (adapted) 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy deep in my heart! 

Bmm, bmm, bmm! Deep in my heart! 

Bmm, bmm, bmm! Deep in my heart! 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy deep in my heart! 

Deep in my heart to stay! 

I’ve got the love of God the Father deep in my heart! 

Bmm, bmm, bmm! Deep in my heart! 

Bmm, bmm, bmm! Deep in my heart! 

I’ve got the love of God the Father deep in my heart! 

Deep in my heart to stay. 

I’ve got peace that passes understanding deep in my heart! 

Bmm, bmm, bmm! Deep in my heart! 

Bmm, bmm, bmm! Deep in my heart! 

I’ve got peace that passes understanding deep in my heart! 

Deep in my heart to stay! 

And if the Devil doesn’t like it he can sit on a tack! 

Ouch! Sit on a tack! 

Ouch! Sit on a tack! 

And if the Devil doesn’t like it he can sit on a tack! 

Ouch! Sit on a tack to stay! 

 

Deep and Wide 

Deep and wide, Deep and wide, 

There’s a fountain flowing deep and wide. 

Deep and wide, Deep and wide, 

There’s a fountain flowing deep and wide. 

Hmm and wide, Hmm and wide, 

There’s a fountain flowing hmm and wide. 

Hmm and wide, Hmm and wide, 

There’s a fountain flowing hmm and wide. 

Hmm and hmm, Hmm and hmm, 

There’s a fountain flowing hmm and hmm. 

Hmm and hmm, Hmm and hmm, 

There’s a fountain flowing hmm and hmm. 

Hmm and hmm, Hmm and hmm, 

Hmm hmm hmm hmm flowing hmm and 

hmm. 

Hmm and hmm, Hmm and hmm, 

Hmm hmm hmm hmm flowing hmm and 

hmm. 
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This Little Light of Mine 

This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine. 

Oh, this little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine. 

Let it shine, all the time, let it shine! 

All around the neighborhood, I’m going to let it shine. 

All around the neighborhood, I’m going to let it shine. 

All around the neighborhood, I’m going to let it shine. 

Let it shine, all the time, let it shine! 

Hide it under a bushel? No! I’m going to let it shine! 

Hide it under a bushel? No! I’m going to let it shine! 

Hide it under a bushel? No! I’m going to let it shine! 

Let it shine, all the time, let it shine! 

Don’t let Satan [blow] it out! I’m going to let it shine! 

Don’t let Satan [blow] it out! I’m going to let it shine! 

Don’t let Satan [blow] it out! I’m going to let it shine! 

Let it shine, all the time, let it shine! 

 

I’ll Fly Away 

Some glad morning when this life is o’er, 

I’ll fly away; 

To a home on God’s celestial shore, 

I’ll fly away. 

Chorus: 

I’ll fly away, O glory 

I’ll fly away; (in the morning) 

When I die, hallelujah, by and by, 

I’ll fly away. 

When the shadows of this life have gone, 

I’ll fly away; 

Like a bird from prison bars has flown, 

I’ll fly away. 

Chorus 

Just a few more weary days and then, 

I’ll fly away; 

To a land where joy shall never end, 

I’ll fly away. 

 

Oh, You Can’t Get to Heaven (echo song) 

Oh, you can’t get to heaven (Oh, you can’t get to heaven) 

On roller skates (On roller skates.) 

‘Cause you’d roll right by (‘Cause you’d roll right by) 

Those pearly gates (Those pearly gates) 

Oh you can’t get to heaven On roller skates 

‘Cause you’d roll right by  
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Those pearly gates. 

I ain’t gonna grieve my Lord no more. 

Oh, you can’t get to heaven (Oh, you can’t get to heaven) 

In a rocking chair (In a rocking chair) 

‘Cause a rocking chair (‘Cause a rocking chair) 

Won’t get you there. (Won’t get you there.) 

Oh, you can’t get to heaven 

In a rocking chair 

‘Cause a rocking chair 

Won’t get you there. 

I ain’t gonna grieve my Lord no more 

Oh you can’t get to heaven (Oh you can’t get to heaven) 

In a limousine (In a limousine) 

‘Cause the Lord don’t sell (‘Cause the Lord don’t sell) 

No gasoline. (No gasoline.) 

Oh you can’t get to heaven 

In a limousine 

‘Cause the Lord don’t sell 

No gasoline. 

I ain’t gonna grieve my Lord no more! 

Oh, you can’t get to heaven (Oh, you can’t get to heaven) 

In a motorcar (In a motorcar) 

‘Cause a motorcar (‘Cause a motorcar) 

Won’t go that far. (Won’t go that far.) 

Oh you can’t get to heaven 

In a motorcar 

‘Cause a motorcar 

Won’t go that far 

I ain’t gonna grieve my Lord no more! 

If you get there (If you get there) 

Before I do, (Before I do,) 

Just dig a hole (Just dig a hole) 

And pull me through! (And pull me through!) 

If you get there 

Before I do, 

Just dig a hole 

And pull me through! 

I ain’t gonna grieve my Lord no more! 

I ain’t gonna grieve my Lord no more! 

 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 

Let there be peace on earth, 

And let it begin with me. 

Let there be peace on earth, 

The peace that was meant to be. 

With God as our Father, 
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Brothers all are we. 

Let me walk with my brother 

In perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me, 

Let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, 

Let this be my solemn vow: 

To take each moment and live each moment 

In peace eternally! 

Let there be peace on earth, 

And let it begin with me. 

 

Take My Life and Let It Be 

Take my life and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Make my moments and my days, 

Let them flow in endless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move 

At the impulse of thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be 

Swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing, 

Always, only for my King. 

Take my lips and let them be 

Filled with messages from thee. 

Take my silver and my gold, 

Not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect and use 

Every pow’r as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it thine, 

It shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is thine own, 

It shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself and I will be 

Ever, only, all for thee. 

 

How Great Thou Art 

O Lord my God, 

When I in awesome wonder 

Consider all 

The works thy hands hath made, 

I see the stars, 

I hear the rolling thunder, 

Thy pow’r throughout 
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The universe displayed. 

Chorus: 

Then sings my soul, 

My Savior God, to thee, 

How great thou art! 

How great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, 

My Savior God, to thee, 

How great thou art! 

How great thou art! 

When through the woods 

And forest glades I wander, 

I hear the birds 

Sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down 

From lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook 

And feel the gentle breeze; 

Chorus 

When Christ shall come, 

With shouts of acclamation, 

And take me home, 

What joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow 

In humble adoration 

And there proclaim, 

“My God, how great thou art!” 

Chorus 

 

We are One in the Spirit 

We are one in the spirit; 

We are one in the Lord. 

We are one in the spirit; 

We are one in the Lord. 

And we pray that all unity may one day be 

restored. 

Chorus: 

And they’ll know that we are Christians 

By our love, by our love. 

Yes, they’ll know that we are Christians by our love. 

We will work with each other; 

We will work side by side. 

We will work with each other; 

We will work side by side. 

And we’ll guard each man’s dignity 

And save each man’s pride. 
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Chorus 

We will walk with each other; 

We will walk hand in hand. 

We will walk with each other; 

We will walk hand in hand. 

And together we will spread the news 

That God is in our land. 

Chorus 

 

Contemporary Religious Songs 

 

Forever (Chris Tomlin) 

Give thanks to the Lord, 

Our God and King, 

His love endures forever. 

For he is good, he is above all things; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise 

With a mighty hand 

And outstretched arm, 

His love endures forever. 

For the life that’s been reborn, 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise 

Forever God is faithful. 

Forever God is strong. 

Forever God is with us. 

Forever. 

Forever. 

From the rising to the setting sun, 

His love endures forever. 

By the grace of God 

We will carry on; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 

Forever you are faithful. 

Forever you are strong. 

Forever you are with us. 

Forever. 

Forever. 

 

Come, Now is the Time to Worship 

Come, now is the time to worship. 

Come, now is the time to give your heart. 

Come, just as you are, to worship. 

Come, just as you are, before your God. 
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Come. 

One day every tongue will confess you are God. 

One day every knee will bow. 

Still the greatest treasure remains for those 

Who gladly choose you now. 

Come, now is the time to worship. 

Come, now is the time to give your heart. 

Come, just as you are, to worship. 

Come, just as you are, before your God. 

Come. 

One day every tongue will confess you are God. 

One day every knee will bow. 

Still the greatest treasure remains for those 

Who gladly choose you now. (repeat) 

Come, now is the time to worship. 

Come, now is the time to give your heart. 

Come, just as you are, to worship. 

Come, just as you are, before your God. 

Come. 

 

Friend of God 

Who am I that you are mindful of me? 

That you hear me 

When I call? 

Is it true that you are thinking of me? 

How you love me! 

It’s amazing! 

Chorus: 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

I am a friend of God. 

He calls me friend. 

Who am I that you are mindful of me? 

That you hear me 

When I call? 

Is it true that you are thinking of me? 

How you love me! 

It’s amazing! 

Chorus (Repeat 3 times) 

God Almighty, 

Lord of Glory, 

You have called me friend. 

Chorus 

 

Famous One 

Chorus: 
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You are the Lord, 

The famous one, famous one, 

Great is your name in all the earth. 

The heavens declare 

You’re glorious, glorious 

Great is your fame beyond the earth. 

And for all you’ve done and yet to do, 

With every breath I’m praising you. 

Desire of nations and every heart, 

You alone are God. 

You alone are God. 

Chorus 

The morning star is shining through, 

And every eye is watching you. 

Revealed by nature and miracles, 

You are beautiful. 

You are beautiful. 

Chrous 

 

Blessed Be Your Name 

Blessed be your name 

In a land that is plentiful, 

Where your streams of abundance flow. 

Blessed be your name. 

Blessed be your name, 

When I’m found in the desert place, 

Though I walk through the wilderness, 

Blessed be your name. 

Every blessing you pour out, 

I’ll turn back to praise. 

When the darkness closes in, Lord, 

Still I will say: 

Chorus: 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, 

Blessed be your name. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, 

Blessed be your glorious name. 

Blessed be your name, 

When the sun’s shining down on me, 

When the world’s all as it should be, 

Blessed be your name. 

Blessed be your name, 

On the road marked with suffering, 

Though there’s pain in the offering, 

Blessed be your name. 

Every blessing you pour out, 
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I’ll turn back to praise. 

When the darkness closes in, Lord, 

Still I will say: 

Chorus 

You give and take away. 

You give and take away. 

My heart will choose to say, 

Lord, blessed be your name. 

 

God of Wonders 

Lord of all creation, 

Of the water, earth and sky, 

The heavens are your tabernacle, 

Glory to the Lord on high. 

Chorus: 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, 

You are holy, holy. 

The universe declares your majesty. 

You are holy, holy. 

Early in the morning, 

I will celebrate the light. 

And when I stumble into darkness, 

I will call your name by night. 

Chorus 

Hallelujah (to the Lord of heaven and earth) 

Hallelujah (to the Lord of heaven and earth) 

Hallelujah (to the Lord of heaven and earth) 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, 

You are holy, holy. 

Precious Lord, reveal your heart to me. 

Father hold me, hold me. 

The universe declares your majesty. 

You are holy, holy. 

You Never Let Go 

Even though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death, 

Your perfect love is casting out fear. 

And even when I’m caught in the middle of 

the storms of this life, 

I won’t turn back. 

I know you are near. 

And I will fear no evil, 

For my God is with me. 

And if my God is with me, 

Whom then shall I fear? 

Whom then shall I fear? 
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Chorus: 

Oh no, you never let go, 

Through the calm and through the storm. 

Oh no, you never let go, 

In every high and every low. 

Oh no, you never let go, 

Lord, you never let go of me. 

And I can see a light that is coming for the 

 

A glorious light beyond all compare. 

And there will be an end to these troubles, 

But until that day comes, 

We’ll live to know you here on the earth 

Chorus 

Yes, I can see a light that is coming for the 

heart that holds on. 

And there will be an end to these troubles, 

But until that day comes, 

Still I will praise you, still I will praise you. 

Chorus 

 

Days of Elijah 

These are the days of Elijah 

Declaring the Word of the Lord. 

And these are the days of his servant, Moses, 

Righteousness being restored. 

And these are the days of great trial, 

Of famine and darkness and sword. 

So we are the voice in the desert crying, 

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord!” 

Chorus: 

Behold he comes, 

Riding on a cloud, 

Shining like the sun, 

At the trumpet’s call. 

Lift your voice; 

It’s the year of jubilee, 

And out of Zion’s hill salvation comes. 

And these are the days of Ezekiel, 

The dry bones becoming as flesh. 

And these are the days of his servant, David, 

Building the temple of praise. 

And these are the days of the harvest, 

The fields are all white in your world. 

And we are the laborers that are in your vineyard 

Declaring the Word of the Lord. 
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Chorus 

There’s no God like Jehovah. (8 times) 

Chorus 

 

Big House 

I don’t know where you lay your head, or where you call your home. 

I don’t know where you eat your meals, or where you talk on the phone. 

I don’t know if you got a cook, a butler or a maid. 

I don’t know if you got a yard with a hammock in the shade. 

I don’t know if you’ve got some shelter, say a place to hide. 

I don’t know if you live with friends, in whom you can confide. 

I don’t know if you’ve got a family, say a mom or dad. 

I don’t know if you feel love at all, but I bet you wish you had. 

Chorus: 

Come and go with me to my Father’s house. 

Come and go with me to my Father’s house. 

It’s a big, big house with lots and lots a room; 

A big, big table with lots and lots of food; 

A big, big yard where we can play football; 

A big, big house  it’s my Father’s house. 

All I know it’s a big ol’ house with rooms for everyone. 

All I know it’s got lots a land where we can play and run. 

All I know is that you need love and I’ve got a family. 

All I know is that you’re all alone, so why not come with me? 

Chorus 

 

Patriotic Songs 

 

America (My Country ‘tis of Thee) 

My country, ‘tis of thee, 

Sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing; 

Land where my fathers died, 

Land of the pilgrims’ pride, 

From every mountainside, let freedom ring! 

My native country, thee, 

Land of the noble free, thy name I love; 

I love thy rocks and rills, 

Thy woods and templed hills; 

My heart with rapture thrills, like that above. 

Let music swell the breeze, 

And ring from all the trees, sweet freedom’s song; 

Let mortal tongues awake; 

Let all that breathe partake; 

Let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong. 

Our fathers’ God, to thee, 

Author of liberty, to thee we sing; 



Mid-America Council Chaplain & Chaplain’s Aide Manuel Page 64 
 

Long may our land be bright 

With freedom’s holy light; 

Protect us by thy might, great God, our King. 

 

God Bless America 

God bless America, land that I love, 

Stand beside her and guide her 

Through the night with a light from above; 

From the mountains, to the prairies, 

To the oceans white with foam, 

God bless America, 

My home, sweet home. 

God bless America, 

My home, sweet home. 

 

America the Beautiful 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 

For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties 

Above the fruited plain! 

America! America! 

God shed his grace on thee. 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet 

Whose stern impassioned stress 

A thoroughfare of freedom beat 

Across the wilderness! 

America! America! 

God mend thine every flaw, 

Confirm thy soul in self-control, 

Thy liberty in law! 

O beautiful for heroes proved 

In liberating strife. 

Who more than self their country loved 

And mercy more than life! 

America! America! 

May God thy gold refine 

Till all success be nobleness 

And every gain divine! 

O beautiful for patriot dream 

That sees beyond the years 

Thine alabaster cities gleam 

Undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! 

God shed his grace on thee 
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And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

 

Taps 

Day is done, 

Gone the sun, 

From the lakes 

From the hills 

From the sky, 

All is well, 

Safely rest, 

God is near. 

Fading light, 

Dims the sight, 

And a star gems the sky 

Gleaming bright, 

From afar, 

Drawing near, 

Falls the night. 

Thanks and praise, 

For our days, 

Neath the sun 

Neath the stars 

Neath the sky, 

As we go, 

This, we know, 

God is near. 

 

Battle Hymn of the Republic 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord. 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored. 

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword. 

His truth is marching on. 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

His truth is marching on. 

I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps, 

They have builded him an altar in the evening dews and damps; 

I can read his righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps: 

His day is marching on. 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

His day is marching on. 

 



Mid-America Council Chaplain & Chaplain’s Aide Manuel Page 66 
 

Star-Spangled Banner 

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming, 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight, 

O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming. 

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there; 

O! say does that Star-Spangled Banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

 

DEVOTIONALS AND MEDITATIONS 
 

Your Dirty Clothes Bag 

Prop needed: dirty clothes bag, dirty clothes, backpack 

My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 

become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 

Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word 

planted in you, which can save you. [James 1: 19-22]  Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts 

good character.” [1 Corinthians 15:33] 

(Holding up dirty clothes bag) How many of you know what this is? (pause). Now, how many of 

you have one with you this weekend? (pause). Well, I’ve seen how some of you pack, and 

chances are, you’re going to shove that dirty clothes bag — filled with sweaty, wet, nasty clothes 

— into your backpack that is full of all the nice, clean-smelling things that mom or dad packed 

for you, right? I mean, those dirty clothes are only going to be against the clean clothes for a 

little while, and they’re in their own bag, so there won’t be a problem, right? 

Both James, in his letter to the Twelve Tribes, and Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, warn 

against such thought. It’s easy, whether we’re in the middle of, or just close to, negativity, 

gossip, prejudice, greed, disrespect and teasing to be swept up into the group.  Just like those 

dirty clothes, even if we try to keep those actions and “those friends” separate from our Scouting 

or religious life, the clean parts of our life — or our backpack — can take on the bad smell and 

filth of those dirty actions — or those dirty clothes.  Instead, being a “clean” example on behalf 

of Scouting, and on behalf of God, in how you behave will hopefully rub off on others who see 

how you act and realize the “moral filth and evil” in their lives. We do that by remembering 

God’s Word, which James challenges us to plant in ourselves. 

So, while we should do mom or dad a favor by not letting our dirty, stinky, smelly clothes 

overpower our clean clothes and backpacks, we should also strive to keep our character and 

integrity from being overpowered or dirtied by the filth and evil of the world. 

Prayer: Dear Father, help to identify the bad habits, language and behavior that is dirtying our 

lives. Give us the strength to get rid of those bad influences in our lives and instead bring glory 

to you by living the Scout Oath and Law every day. 

 

Our Lives, Our Fortunes, Our Sacred Honor 

Greater love has no one than this: that he lay down his life for his friends.  [John 15:13] 

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of 

Independence? Five signers were captured by the British as traitors and tortured before they died. 
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Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary 

Army; another had two sons captured. Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships 

of the Revolutionary War. 

They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor. What kind 

of men were they? 

Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were merchants, nine were farmers and large 

plantation owners; men of means, well educated. But they signed the Declaration of 

Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they were captured. 

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas 

by the British Navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his debts, and died in rags. 

Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to leave his family 

almost constantly. He served in Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding. His 

possessions were taken from him, and poverty was his reward.  Vandals or soldiers looted the 

properties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge and Middleton.  At 

the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson Jr. noted that British General Cornwallis had taken over 

the Nelson home for his headquarters. He quietly urged General George Washington to open fire. 

The home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt.  Francis Lewis had his home and properties 

destroyed. The British jailed his wife, who died within a few months.  John Hart was driven from 

his wife’s bedside as she was dying. Their 13 children fled for their lives. His fields and his 

gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home to 

find his wife dead and his children vanished. A few weeks later he died from exhaustion and a 

broken heart. Norris and Livingston suffered similar fates. 

Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American Revolution. These were not wild-eyed, 

rabble-rousing ruffians. They were soft-spoken men of means and education. They had security, 

but they valued liberty more. Standing tall, straight and unwavering, they pledged:  “For the 

support of this declaration, with firm reliance on the protection of the divine providence, we 

mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes and our honor.”  They gave you and me a 

free and independent America. The history books never told you a lot of what happened in the 

Revolutionary War. We didn’t just fight the British. We were British subjects at that time and we 

fought our own government! Some of us take these liberties so much for granted. We shouldn’t. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, much has happened to guarantee, then protect, our unalienable rights to 

“life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” Thank you for the patriots and heroes who put 

their lives on the line, and continue to do so every day in our armed forces, to protect and 

ensure our freedom, and the freedom of others. Allow us never to take for granted the 

freedom with which you have blessed us. 

 

Preparing for the Journey 

Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. [Psalms 25:4] 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. [Psalms 119:105] 

To take a long hike successfully requires much preparation. Physical readiness, adequate 

planning in terms of equipment, food, clothing, and a planning of itinerary are all ways to 

set a direction for your patrol. Mental and spiritual preparation is no less important. The 

wilderness is a place where God can speak to you in new and exciting ways. Just as you 

prepare for a trek by tapping the resources of advisors, rangers and those who have gone 

before you, so too you should prepare for experiencing God on your trek by tapping the 

resources of God’s Word. Taking a moment each day for prayer and reflection can bring us 
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into deeper relationship with God and an understanding of his Word. 

For reflection: How are you preparing yourself to make this trek a journey with the Lord? 

What can you do to keep yourself aware of His continuing presence on the trail? 

Prayer: Dear God, give me better understanding of your Word and help me understand 

better how to live it out in my daily life. Help me to be prepared in all that I do, and to 

always follow the path you have laid out for me. 

 

Starlit Skies Above 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have 

set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? 

[Psalms 8:3-4] 

Praise the Lord. How good it is to sing praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting to praise 

him! ... He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name. [Psalms 147:1,4] 

How beautiful are the clear nights in the outdoors! The stars are so plentiful; they seem so close 

that you can almost touch them. The silence and the beauty of the night help us realize the power 

and majesty of God. Yet, this God loves each of us personally and intimately, and the greatest 

and most beautiful part of his creation lies not in the heavens, but right here on earth. You are the 

crowning glory of his creative hands. 

For reflection: How do you see yourself as made in the image and likeness of God? What can 

you do to deepen respect for the beauty and glory of God alive in you? 

Prayer: Dear Creator God, while we know you find the star-filled sky beautiful and precious, 

it was only after making man did you step back and call your creation “very good.” Help us 

to respect your creation here on earth, and within each of us. 

 

Eagles Soaring High 

…but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. [Isaiah 40:31] 

We can learn from eagles and from so much in nature. 

One day a fisherman watched as a mother eagle dropped a young eaglet into the canyon below. 

The eaglet plummeted and fluttered. It appeared that the eaglet was about to be dashed to its 

death on the rocks below, when out of the sky plunged the father eagle and caught his offspring 

on his broad back. Then he flew up high and dropped the young one again. This time the mother 

caught the little one on her back. The routine was repeated until the little eagle learned to fly. 

God gives us opportunities to try our wings so that we might learn to fly on our own.  Certainly 

the Scouting experience is one of these learning and growing opportunities. Yet God always 

watches over us and spreads his wings of protection beneath us.  As God said to Moses on 

Mount Sinai, recorded in Exodus 19:4: “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how 

I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep 

my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession…” 

For reflection: What on the trail has caused you a fearful moment? How did you feel God’s 

protection? 

Prayer: O Lord, when I grow weary, lift me up on your wings. Give me the courage and 

strength I need for tomorrow. 

 

For Life, For Opportunity 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. [Psalms 24:1] 
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From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has 

been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. [Luke 12:48b] 

In 1854, Chief Seattle sent a letter to the U.S. President Franklin Pierce protesting the offer to 

buy Indian land and move his people to a reservation. Part of that letter reads.   

“Every part of this earth is sacred to my people. Every shining pine needle, every sandy 

shore, every mist in the dark woods, every clearing and humming insect is holy in the 

memory and experience of my people. The sap which courses through the trees carries 

the memories of the red man. 

The rivers are our brothers, they quench our thirst. The rivers carry our canoes, and feed 

our children. If we sell you our land, you must remember, and teach your children, that 

the rivers are our brothers, and yours, and you must henceforth give the rivers the 

kindness you would give any brother. 

The air is precious to the red man, for all things share the same breath — the beast, the 

tree, the man, they all share the same breath. The white man does not seem to notice the 

air he breathes. Like a man dying for many days, he is numb to the stench. But if we sell 

you our land, you must remember that the air is precious to us, that the air shares its spirit 

with all the life it supports. The wind that gave our grandfather his first breath also 

receives his last sigh. And if we sell you our land, you must keep it apart and sacred, as a 

place where even the white man can go to taste the wind that is sweetened by the 

meadow’s flowers. 

This we know: The earth does not belong to man; man belongs to the earth. This we 

know.  All things are connected like the blood which unites one family. All things are 

connected.  Whatever befalls the earth befalls the sons of the earth. Man did not weave 

the web of life:  he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to 

himself.  Even the white man, whose God walks and talks with him as friend to friend, 

cannot be exempt from the common destiny. We may be brothers after all. We shall see. 

One thing we know, which the white man may one day discover—our God is the same 

God. You may think now that you own Him as you wish to own our land; but you cannot. 

He is the God of man, and His compassion is equal for the red man and the white. This 

earth is precious to Him, and to harm the earth is to heap contempt on its Creator. The 

whites too shall pass; perhaps sooner than all other tribes. Contaminate your bed, and you 

will one night suffocate in your own waste. But in your perishing you will shine brightly, 

fired by the strength of the God who brought you to this land and for some special 

purpose gave you dominion over this land and over the red man. That destiny is a 

mystery to us, for we do not understand when buffalo are all slaughtered, the wild horses 

are tamed, the secret corners of the forest heavy with scent of many men, and the view of 

the ripe hills blotted by talking wires. Where is the thicket?  Gone. Where is the eagle? 

Gone. The end of living and the beginning of survival.  How precious is the gift of life! In 

the outdoors we can come to a deeper understanding and appreciation of its importance. 

It is necessary to respect it in all its forms. We can take so much for granted — the air we 

breathe, the water we drink, the health we enjoy, the beauty of the earth. God gives us life 

to enjoy and He gives us opportunity to grow, to achieve, to find joy and to find 

happiness. God gives us the ultimate opportunity — life with him and fellowship with 

each other.” 

For reflection: How can you show greater respect for life — your own, for others, for the world 

around you? 
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American Indian Invocation: O Great Spirit! Watch over us as we begin this day. Protect us as 

we live in your care. Give us bounty and hold us from harm. We are your children and wish only 

to please you. We hold the Earth close to our hearts and wish her goodness. We thank you for 

your love. 

 

Country That I Love 

…and so that you may live long in the land that the Lord swore to your forefathers to give to 

them and their descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey. But the land you are crossing 

the Jordan to take possession of is a land of mountains and valleys that drinks rain from heaven. 

It is a land the Lord your God cares for; the eyes of the Lord your God are continually on it from 

the beginning of the year to its end.  [Deuteronomy 11:9, 11-12] 

Being outdoors does something to people — it is not something that can be put into words easily. 

Something “gets into the blood.” A love for the land, the atmosphere, the people —all these 

work together in you to make Scouting an experience that you can never forget.  The base of that 

experience is the presence of God — an awareness that all we have and all we offer to others 

comes from God. The brotherhood that we share as God’s children and as Scouts brings us to a 

sense of peace, a feeling that in some strange way, everything is all right. In that sense we can 

call camping a “Scouting Paradise” — a glimpse of the eternal “Paradise” all of us are called to 

and will hopefully one day experience. Our time in God’s outdoors can be called a “mountaintop 

experience” as we are given a glimpse of the beauty of God’s presence. 

For reflection: How can your own mountaintop experience help you to live in the valleys of 

your life? 

Prayer: Lord, it is good for us to be here. Help us ever be mindful of the blessing all around 

us, this day and forever. 

 

The Scout Beatitudes 

Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” contains some of his most well-known and widely quoted 

blessings, and offers to us as children of God a set of moral values upon which we should live 

our lives. “The Beatitudes” are recorded in Matthew 5:3-12: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 

you because of me. 

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 

the prophets who were before you. 

 

As Scouts and Scouters, we might add to them a set of “Scouting Beatitudes” offered by the 

Scout Association of Ireland: 
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Blessed are the Scouts who are taught to see beauty in all things around them, for their world 

will be a place of grace and wonder. 

Blessed are the Scouts who are led with patience and understanding, for they will learn the 

strength of endurance and the gift of tolerance. 

Blessed are the Scouts who are provided a home where family members dwell in harmony and 

close communion, for they shall become the peacemakers of the world. 

Blessed are the Scouts who are taught the value and power of truth, for they shall search for 

knowledge and use it with wisdom and discernment. 

Blessed are the Scouts who are guided by those with faith in a loving God, for they will find him 

early and will walk with him through life. 

Blessed are the Scouts who are loved and know that they are loved, for they shall sow seeds of 

love in the world and reap joy for themselves and others. 

Prayer: Blessed are we, Father God, for the privilege of being Scouts. Thank you for our 

leaders, the opportunity to spend time in your creation, and time to develop a deeper 

relationship with you. Help us every day to live the Scout Oath and Law as a way of bringing you 

glory. 

 

In Service of the King 

Fear the Lord your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. He is 

your praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw 

with your own eyes. [Deuteronomy 10:20-21] 

From Baden-Powell, Scouting for Boys 

The old knights were very religious. They were always careful to attend religious services, 

especially before going into battle or undertaking any serious difficulty. They considered it 

the right thing always to be prepared for death. Besides worshipping God in church, the 

knights always recognized his work in the things which he made, such as animals, plants 

and all scenery. 

And so it is with Scouts today. Wherever they go they love the woodlands, the mountains, 

and the prairies, and they like to watch and know about the animals that inhabit them, and 

the wonders of the flowers and plants. 

No man is much good unless he believes in God and obeys his laws. So every Scout should 

have religion. Religion seems a very simple thing: First: Love and serve God. Second: Love 

and serve your neighbor. In doing your duty to God, always be grateful to him. Whenever 

you enjoy a pleasure or a good game, or succeed in doing a good thing, thank him for it, if 

only with a word or two, just as you say grace at a meal. 

And it is a good thing to bless other people. For instance, if you see a train starting off, just 

pray for God’s blessing on all that are in the train. In doing your duty toward man, be 

helpful and generous, and always be grateful for any kindness done to you, and be careful 

to show that you are grateful. Remember again that a present given to you is not yours 

until you have thanked the giver for it. 

While you are living your life on earth, try to do something good which may remain after 

you. One writer says: “I often think that when the sun goes down the world is hidden by a 

big blanket from the light of heaven, but the stars are little holes pierced in that blanket by 

those who have done good deeds in this world. The stars are not all the same size; some 

are big, some are little, and some men have done great deeds and others have done small 

deeds, but they have made their hole in the blanket by doing good before they went to 
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heaven.” 

Try to make your hole in the blanket by good work while you are on earth. It is something 

to be good, but it is far better to do good. 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly King, thank you for reminding me that all I do can bring you glory 

and be a way of worshiping and honoring you. Help me to be a blessing to others through 

the good work you have called me to do on this earth. 

 

Trail’s End 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. [Psalms 24:1] 

Camper’s Prayer (George Earle Owen) 

God of the mountains and hills, make me tall and strong; 

Tall enough and strong enough to right some wrong. 

God of the stars, make me steadfast and sure; 

God of every lake and stream, flow through my life and make it clean; 

Let me do nothing base or mean. 

God of the trees and woods, keep me fresh and pure; 

God of the rain, wash from my life all dirt and stain; 

Pure and strong let me remain. 

God of the seed and soil, plant in my heart thy love; 

God of the darkness and day, through shadows or light, be my stay. 

Guide thou my way. 

God of the radiant sun, light thou my life; 

God of the glorious dawn, make each day a fresh start. 

God of the evening peace and quiet, keep me free from fear and strife. 

God of the gay, free birds, sing in my heart. 

God of the surging waves and sea, wide horizons give to me; 

Help me to see the world as thou wouldst have it be; 

God of the lovely rose, make me lovely, too; 

God of the morning dew, each day my faith renew. 

God of all growing things, keep me growing, too. 

 

The Apostle Paul at the end of his ministry wrote these words to his young friend Timothy, now 

recorded in 2 Timothy 4:7: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith.” You have come to the end of your time at camp. Do you feel good about having 

completed the adventure? What do you think was one of your biggest accomplishments?  Not all 

of your accomplishments have been physical. You have interacted with God’s creation and 

God’s people. There has been frustration and fun. Intermingled with this has been your reflection 

on God’s love and care. You have run the race and kept the faith.  Have you come to a better 

understanding of yourself and of your fellow campers? Have you grown in your appreciation of 

God’s gift to you in nature and in your friends?  Now is the time to look homeward to friends 

and family. You have matured. You are now an even greater and finer gift to your family and 

friends. 

For reflection: What have your friends at camp given you to remember? What would you like to 

give or do for your family and friends when you get home? 

Prayer: Lord, thank you for every gift that you have given us these past days. As we go home, 

make us a special gift to our family and friends. 
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Winds in Whispering Pines 

He mounted the cherubim and flew; he soared on the wings of the wind.  [Psalms 18:10] 

We can often hear the wind moving through the pines and playing a soft melody. It is almost as 

if the trees were whispering to one another or to us below. Or as if God were playing a lullaby 

for us on his wind instrument. The Lord touches all of his creation. He caresses the pines with his 

wind. He touches us with his love and forgiveness. The “whispering pines” can become the 

sound in nature that reminds us of these words, “Be kind and tenderhearted to one another 

and forgive one another, as God has forgiven you” [Ephesians 4:32]. He who lives by 

forgiving and being forgiven lives in peace.  

For reflection: Is there one whom you want to ask for forgiveness? Is there one whom you 

feel the need to forgive? 

Prayer: Dear Father, where I have sinned, forgive me, and where I am afraid, quiet my fears. 

 

The Golden Rule 

[Jesus] answered: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your strength and with all your mind; and, love your neighbor as yourself.” [Luke 10:27] 

Many are familiar with Jesus’ response to an expert of Jewish law, which is based on more than 

600 laws, who attempted to draw Jesus into a theological and philosophical debate designed to 

discredit him. Jesus, instead of being trapped by such a question, summarizes the two tables of 

the law: responsibility to God and responsibility to man by paraphrasing Deuteronomy 6:5 

(“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength.”) and Leviticus 19:18 (“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your 

people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.”) The phrase “with all your heart” 

indicates a man’s total being.  Loving your neighbor as yourself is again the sentiment in Luke’s 

account of Jesus addressing a crowd in Luke 6:27-30: 

But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the 

other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to 

everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to 

others as you would have them do to you.  Jesus’ response has been commonly referred to as the 

“Golden Rule.” The “Golden Rule” is a teaching found among our brothers and sisters of other 

faiths as well: 

—Baha’i Faith 

—Buddhism 

s the sum of all duty: treat others as you yourself would be treated. —Hinduism 

 

yourself. —Islam 

u would regard 

your own self. —Jainism 

—Judaism 

—Sikhism 

for 

its own self. —Zoroastrianism 

Prayer: Dear Holy Father, you call us to love our neighbor as ourselves — to treat our 

neighbors as we wish to be treated. Give us the strength to love our enemies and to forgive 
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others who treat us in a way we consider harsh, unfair or unjust. In doing so, help those who 

need to witness you in their lives to experience your presence through our actions. 

 

Our Spiritual Compass 

Prop: compass 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. [Proverbs 3:5-6] 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. [Psalms 119:105] 

For Scouts on a hike or canoe trip, a compass is an important tool. Does it tell us how to get 

somewhere? What is the only thing it does tell us? Because it gives you a stable reference point 

(magnetic north), you can set a course and follow it. By taking care of your compass, you protect 

its accuracy, and as you strive to understand how it works, it will serve you faithfully — if you 

trust it. 

Our faith is something like that. We have a point of reference that does not change, God. 

And we have a compass, so to speak, in our relationship with God. It’s something we have 

learned and continue to learn about, just as we learn to use a compass properly.  We use our 

spirituality and faith to get us through this grand journey we call life. If we are prepared to trust 

and have faith in the things we know about God, our spirituality can guide us through the joys 

and temptations of life. We can use it to show us what service we may give and what potential 

dangers to stay away from. We can use it to guide us in our friendships, in our work, in what we 

say to and about people, and in how we treat our natural world. 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we are reminded that you are the source of direction in our 

lives. In living our lives, we have more than a compass to guide our steps and direct our 

paths. Thank you for the guidance you provide through your Word, and through our 

parents, Scout leaders, teachers and friends. Whenever we feel lost, please remind us to 

seek direction from you. 

 

The Story of “Taps” 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 

the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God… [Romans 8:38-39] 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. [Matthew 5:4] 

It all began in 1862, during the Civil War, when a Union Army captain named Robert Ellicombe 

was with his men near Harrison’s Landing, in Virginia.  The Confederate Army was on the other 

side of a narrow strip of land. During the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moan of a single 

soldier who lay mortally wounded on the field, in no-man’s land between the picket lines. 

Something made him particularly want to help this soldier. Not knowing if he was a Union or 

Confederate soldier, the captain decided to risk his own life and bring the stricken man back to 

the Union lines for medical attention.  Crawling on his stomach through the sporadic gunfire, 

Captain Ellicombe reached the stricken soldier and began pulling him toward his encampment. 

When this Union Army captain finally reached his own lines, he discovered it was actually a 

Confederate soldier, and that the soldier was already dead.  The Union captain lit a lantern. 

Suddenly, he caught his breath and went numb with shock. In the dim light, he finally saw the 

face of the Confederate soldier and realized it was his own son!  The boy had been studying 

music in the South when the war broke out. Without telling his father, the son had enlisted in the 

Confederate Army.  The following morning, heartbroken, the father asked permission of his 
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superiors to give his son a full military burial, despite his enemy status. The request was denied. 

However, in deference to his rank and heroism in rescuing the soldier, the captain’s superiors did 

allow him a token gesture.  He had asked if he could have a group of Union Army band members 

play a funeral dirge for his son during the funeral. This was the request that was turned down, 

since the soldier was a Confederate. Out of respect for the father, the captain’s superiors said he 

could have one and only one musician.  The captain chose a bugle, the simplest of all musical 

instruments. He requested the bugler to play a few musical notes composed by his musical son 

that he had found on a scrap of paper inside the pocket of his dead son’s uniform. This modest 

request was granted.  Those few notes were the haunting melody we know as “Taps,” the tune 

that is now used at all military funerals. 

Closing: Taps (played and/or sung) 

Day is done, 

gone the sun, 

from the lakes 

from the hills 

from the sky, 

all is well, 

safely, rest, 

God is near. 

 

Consider the flashlight 

Equipment needed: flashlight for the leader, group with flashlights among it, a paper grocery 

bag and darkness. 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp 

and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 

house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 

praise your Father in heaven. [Matthew 5:14-15]  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for 

my path. [Psalms 119:105] 

Consider the flashlight…think how useful it is as we find our way along the trail at night or 

prepare to bed down in our tents. 

Consider the batteries in our flashlight. If we keep them too long without using them, or use 

them too much, they eventually lose their power and our light dims beyond usefulness. 

Consider that if we have only one flashlight for a group of people, only the one person holding 

the light determines what we will see or what direction we will proceed. If we have many lights, 

we have many possibilities and choices to make. 

Also notice that if everyone holds his light high at the same time, the light fills an area larger 

than if everyone holds their light low. Notice how the group benefits from the light held high. 

Consider what happens if we put our light inside a bag and turn it on. We can see what is inside 

the bag very well but cannot see things outside the bag well at all because the bag holds in the 

light. Sometimes it is important to see inside the bag. Sometimes it is important to see outside the 

bag. 

The flashlight is like us, like people. We are most useful and helpful to others — and furthering 

God’s Kingdom — when we are outside the bag and in groups. And, when shining brightly, we 

light the way for others through our actions and words. 

The batteries are like our beliefs and our ideas. Through prayer, study and worship, we recharge 

our batteries in order for the light to remain useful, while also lighting our own way. 
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The bag represents some of the choices we make about sharing ourselves with others. Do we 

hide our light or diminish it through what we say or how we act, or do we hold it high for the 

benefit of others? 

For reflection: How will you hold your light? How long will your batteries last? How many 

bags do you bring along and is there anything worth finding inside? Consider the flashlight. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we can only shine your light in a dark world if we recharge 

ourselves through spending time in prayer, reading your Word and worshiping you. Only 

when our batteries of faith are strong can we shine brightly for you to others. 

 

Climbing The Mountain 

The Lord said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will 

hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you.” Then Moses told the Lord 

what the people had said. On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a 

thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 

Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the 

mountain. Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire. The 

smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, 

and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder.  Then Moses spoke and the voice of God 

answered him. The Lord descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the 

mountain. So Moses went up… [Exodus 19:9,16-20] 

Adapted from Woodland Tales, by Ernest Thompson Seton 

Afar in our dry southwestern country is an Indian village, and in the offing is a high mountain, 

towering up out of the desert. It is considered a great feat to climb this mountain, all the boys of 

the village were eager to attempt it. One day the chief said, “Now, boys, you may all go today 

and try to climb the mountain. Start right after breakfast, and go each of you as far as you can. 

Then when you are tired, come back; but let each one bring me a twig from the place where he 

turned.” Away they went full of hope, each feeling that he surely could reach the top. But soon, 

the first boy came slowly back, and in his hand he held out to the chief a leaf of cactus. The chief 

smiled and said, “My boy, you did not reach the foot of the mountain, you did not even get 

across the desert.”  Later, a second boy returned. He carried a twig of sagebrush. “Well,” said the 

chief, “You reached the mountain’s foot but you did not climb upward.” The next had a 

cottonwood spray. “Good,” said the chief, “You got up as far as the springs.”  Another came 

later with some buckthorn. The chief smiled when he saw it and spoke thus:  “You were 

climbing; you were up to the first slide rock.” Late in the afternoon, one arrived with a cedar 

spray, and the old man said, “Well done. You went half way up.”  An hour afterward, one came 

with a switch of pine. To him the chief said, “Good, you went to the third belt; you made it three 

quarters of the climb.” The sun was low when the last returned. He was a tall, splendid boy of 

noble character. His hand was empty as he approached the chief, but his countenance was 

radiant, and he said: “My father, there were no trees where I got to; there were no twigs, but I 

saw the shining sea.”  Now the old man’s face glowed, too, as he said aloud and almost sang: “I 

knew it. When I looked on your face, I knew it. You have been to the top. You need no twigs for 

token. It is written in your eyes, and rings in your voice. My boy, you have felt the uplift, you 

have seen the glory of the mountain.” 

We collect many mementos — many tokens — in Scouting, just as the boys in this story 

collected twigs to document their journey. Patches, pins, badges and the like are not the real 

“prizes” of Scouting; they are merely tokens of what you have done or where you have been. 
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They reminders of the rich experiences you have had in Scouting. What should be truly treasured 

are the experiences and lessons behind those tokens, and the feelings you’ve experienced on your 

own mountaintop journey— not just as you strive to earn your Eagle rank, but in everything you 

do in this world. 

Prayer: Dear God, let us always remember that the trappings of this life are not as important as 

the journey you have laid before us. Help us to realize all our goals and be our strength 

throughout our journey. By reaching the summit you have in store for us, we better the world 

and those we come into contact with. 

 

The Mountain Climber 

“I’m in a desperate situation!” David replied to Gad. “But let me fall into the hands of the Lord, 

for his mercy is very great…” [1 Chronicles 21:13, NLT] 

We live by faith, not by sight. [2 Corinthians 5:7] 

They tell the story of a mountain climber who, desperate to conquer a high mountain, prepared 

and trained for years before attempting this great feat. But he wanted all the glory to himself, 

therefore, he went up alone. He started climbing and it was becoming later and later. He did not 

prepare for camping, so decided to keep on going. Soon it got dark. Night fell with heaviness at a 

very high altitude. Visibility was zero. Everything was black. There was no moon, and the stars 

were covered by clouds. As he was climbing a ridge at about 100 meters from the top, he slipped 

and fell. Falling rapidly he could only see blotches of darkness that passed. He felt a terrible 

sensation of being sucked in by gravity. 

He kept falling — and in those anguishing moments good and bad memories passed through his 

mind. He thought certainly he would die. But then he felt a jolt that almost tore him in half. Yes, 

like any good mountain climber he had staked himself with a long rope tied to his waist. In those 

moments of stillness, suspended in the air he had no other choice but to shout, “Help me, God, 

help me!” All of a sudden he heard a deep voice from heaven, “What do you want me to do?” 

“Save me,” the climber pleaded.  “Do you really think I can save you?” God replied. 

The climber answered, “Of course, my God!”  

“Then cut the rope that is holding you up,” God said. There was another moment of silence and 

stillness. The climber remained still, just holding tighter to the rope. The rescue team reported 

the next day they found a mountain climber who had frozen to death hanging on strongly to a 

rope — just six feet above the ground. 

Prayer: Remind us, O Lord, that you are there to catch us when we fall. In those times of trouble, 

strengthen us to put our trust in you instead of trusting things that provide a false sense of 

security. Give us strength to turn to you in our times of trouble, doubt, fear or frustration, and to 

know that we cannot get through those times alone. 

 

A Careless Word 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 

others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. [Ephesians 4:29, NIV] 

Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your 

words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. [Ephesians 4:29, NLT] 

Once there was a man who said some things about a friend that were neither true nor 

complimentary. Afterward, he felt ashamed and went to his friend and apologized. Still, as he 

walked around town, he was haunted by the false words being repeated in his head.  Troubled by 

this, he went to the wisest man in his village. 
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“How can I undo this terrible wrong that I did,” he asked the wise man. The wise man thought 

for a moment and said, “Bring me a feather pillow.” The man did so and quicklyreturned. “Now 

go to the hilltop outside of town, slit open the pillowcase, and shake it until all of the feathers are 

gone.” 

Again, the man quickly did as he was instructed. When he returned to the wise man, the wise 

man said, “Now go and pick up every single feather and place them all back into the pillowcase.” 

The man replied, “But that’s impossible. There is no way that I can find all those feathers and put 

them back.” 

“Indeed,” answered the wise man, “and there is no way to gather back the words that you cast 

into the air either.” 

And so it is. Once we speak, we can never gather the words back into the pillowcase. So it is 

important to think about what we are going to say before we cast our words into the wind. 

Prayer: Father, you created us with two eyes to see and two ears to listen, but knew that two 

mouths would get us into twice the trouble we sometimes find ourselves in by what we say. Help 

us to remember to take twice as much time to see and hear — and think — before we speak. Help 

our words to be friendly, courteous, kind and cheerful to others. 

 

On Character 

Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” [1 Corinthians 15:33] 

Character cannot be summoned at the moment of crisis if it has been squandered by years of 

compromise and rationalization. The only testing ground for the heroic is the mundane.  The 

only preparation for that one profound decision which can change a life, or even a nation, is 

those hundreds of half-conscious, self-defining, seemingly insignificant decisions made in 

private. Habit is the daily battleground of character. Dan Coats (U.S. senator from Indiana, 

1989-99) 

Leadership is a potent combination of strategy and character. But, if you must choose only one, 

choose character. General Normal Schwarzkopf 

Character consists of what you do on the third and fourth tries. American Author James A. 

Michener 

Character is largely a matter of environment and training and, later on, of experience. It is by the 

character of its citizens, not by the force of its arms, that a country rises superior to others. 

Scouting Founder Lord Baden-Powell 

Character is the one thing we make in this world and take with us into the next. Ezra Taft 

Benson, former president of The Church of Latter-day Saints and U.S. secretary of Agriculture 

Character is what you are willing to do when the spotlight has been turned off, the applause has 

died down and no one is around to give you credit. Unknown 

Character is what you do when no one is looking. Unknown 

I applaud [the Boy Scouts of America’s] many efforts and programs encouraging character 

development and leadership among American youth. By sponsoring many useful physical, 

mental, and social activities designed to promote self-responsibility, the Scouts strengthen the 

cornerstone of individual freedom in our nation. These programs develop the youngster’s 

confidence in his ability to deal with nature, society and a challenging world.  Ronald Reagan 

(U.S. president, 1981-89) 

For more than 50 years, Scouting has played an important part in the lives of the Boy Scouts of 

this nation. It has helped to mold character, to form friendships, to provide a worthwhile outlet 

for the natural energies of growing boys, and to train these boys to become good citizens of the 
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future. In a very real sense, the principles learned and practiced as Boy Scouts add to the strength 

of America and her ideals. John F. Kennedy (U.S. president, 1961-63) 

Prayer: Dear Father, one of Scouting’s themes is “character counts.” Help us to maintain our 

character so our actions and integrity are a credit to our families and to the World Brotherhood 

of Scouting. Strengthen us when tempted in a way that would compromise our character and the 

values we have learned in Scouts. 

 

Lincoln as Pastor and Lawyer 

From Lincoln by Lucy Foster Madison 

Often in his legal capacity prior to being elected president, Abraham Lincoln found occasion 

to act the part of comforter. Such an incident occurred one summer. 

“Greene,” said Lincoln one day to Gilbert J. Greene, a young printer living in Springfield at the 

time, “I’ve got to ride into the country tomorrow to draw a will for a woman who is believed to 

be on her deathbed. I may want you as a witness. If you haven’t anything else to do I’d like to 

have you go along.” 

 “I’ll be glad to go, Mr. Lincoln,” answered the young fellow, greatly pleased. 

On the way to the farmhouse the lawyer and the printer chatted delightfully, cementing a 

friendship that was fast ripening into real affection. They soon reached the farmhouse and found 

the woman to be near her end. With great gentleness Lincoln drew up the document disposing of 

her property as she desired. Neighbors and relatives were present making it unnecessary to call 

on Greene to witness the instrument. After the will was signed the woman turned to Lincoln and 

said with a smile: “Now I have my affairs of this world arranged satisfactorily. I am thankful to 

say that long before this I made preparations for the other life I am about to enter. I do not fear 

death, Mr. Lincoln. I am really glad that my time has come.” 

Lincoln, evincing sympathy in every look and gesture, bent towards the woman and said: 

“Your faith in Christ is wise and strong; your hope of a future life is blessed. You are to be 

congratulated in passing through life so usefully, and into the life beyond so hopefully.” 

“Mr. Lincoln,” said she, “won’t you read a few verses out of the Bible for me?” 

A member of the family offered him the family Bible. Instead of taking it, Lincoln began reciting 

the 23rd Psalm by memory, laying emphasis upon — “Though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort 

me.” 

Still without referring to the Bible he began with the 14th chapter of John: “Let not your heart be 

troubled; ye believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it 

were not so I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” And so on, through all that 

wonderful chapter. 

And as he continued to give other quotations from the Scriptures those about the bedside 

wondered where he had learned so many of them. Where? Ah, where but back in the hills of 

Kentucky where his mother recited these passages as she went about her work. 

Thoughts of her now crowded into Lincoln’s mind, and with a tenderness and pathos that 

enthralled everyone in the room he recited the last stanza of the hymn, “Rock of Ages.” 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyes shall close in death, 

When I rise to worlds unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
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Let me hide myself in Thee. 

While he was reciting this stanza a look of peace lighted up the countenance of the dying 

woman, and quietly she passed away. 

The journey back to Springfield was begun in silence. It was the younger man who finally said: 

“Mr. Lincoln, ever since what has just happened back there in the farmhouse, I have been 

thinking that it is very extraordinary that you should so perfectly have acted as pastor as well as 

attorney.” 

For a long time Lincoln did not speak; finally he said: “God, Eternity and Heaven were very near 

to me today.” 

 

Servants 

From the Koran, Al-Furquan, Part 19, Chapter 25 

The true servants of the Gracious God are the following: 

Those who walk upon earth with humility and when they are tempted by the evil ones, they 

respond: Peace; 

Those who pass the hours of the night in prayers and standing before the Lord; 

Those who pray: Lord turn away from us the punishments of hell, for it is a heavy torment, it is 

indeed an evil dwelling place; 

Those who are neither extravagant nor stingy in spending, but keep a balance between the two; 

Those who repent and believe and do good deeds. 

 

 

Sermons We See 

Even a child is known by his actions, by whether his conduct is pure and right. [Proverbs 20:11] 

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers 

in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. [1 Timothy 4:12] 

by Edgar A. Guest 

I’d rather see a sermon than to hear one any day; 

I’d rather one should walk with me than merely tell the way. 

The eye’s a better pupil and more willing than the ear; 

Fine council is confusing, but example’s always clear; 

And the best of all the preachers are the men who live their creeds, 

For to see good put in action is what everybody needs. 

I soon can learn to do it if you’ll let me see it done; 

I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too fast may run. 

And the lecture you deliver may be very wise and true; 

But I’d rather get my lessons by observing what you do. 

For I might misunderstand you and the high advice you give, 

But there’s no misunderstanding how you act and how you live. 

When I see a deed of kindness, I am eager to be kind. 

When a weaker brother stumbles and a strong man stays behind 

Just to see if he can help him, then the wish grows strong in me, 

To become as big and thoughtful as I know that I can be. 

And all the travelers can witness that the best of guides today 

Is not the one who tells you, but the one who shows the way. 

One good man teaches many, men believe what they behold; 
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One deed of kindness noticed is worth forty that are told. 

Who stands with men of honor learns to hold his honor dear, 

For right living speaks a language which to everyone is clear. 

Though an able speaker charms me with his eloquence, I say, 

I’d rather see a sermon than to hear one, any day. 

 

Which Am I? 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 

others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. [Ephesians 4:29] 

I watched them tearing a building down,  

A gang of men in a busy town, 

With a “ho heave ho” and a lusty yell, 

They swung a beam and a side wall fell. 

I asked the foreman, “Are those men skilled, 

And the men you’d hire if you had to build?” 

He gave a laugh and said, “No indeed, 

Just a common laborer is all I need.” 

“I can easily wreck in a day or two 

What builders have taken a year to do.” 

And I thought to myself as I went my way, 

“Which of these roles have I tried to play? 

Am I a builder who works with care, 

Measuring life by the rule and square? 

Am I shaping my deeds to a well-made plan, 

Patiently doing the best I can? 

Or am I a wrecker who walks the town, 

Content with the labor of tearing down?” 

 

Peace and Brotherhood 

Readings from the Koran, of Islam 

[49:13] O people, we created you from the same male and female, and rendered you distinct 

peoples and tribes, that you may recognize one another. The best among you in the sight of God 

is the most righteous. God is Omniscient, Cognizant. 

[3:195] Their Lord responded to them: “I never fail to reward any worker among you for any 

work you do, be you male or female — you are equal to one another. Thus, those who 

immigrate, and get evicted from their homes, and are persecuted because of me, and fight and get 

killed, I will surely remit their sins and admit them into gardens with flowing streams.” Such is 

the reward from God. God possesses the ultimate reward. 

[49:10] The believers are members of one family; you shall keep the peace within your family 

and reverence God, that you may attain mercy. 

[3:103] You shall hold fast to the rope of God, all of you, and do not be divided. Recall God’s 

blessings upon you — you used to be enemies and he reconciled your hearts. By his grace, you 

became brethren. You were at the brink of a pit of fire, and he saved you therefrom.  God thus 

explains his revelations for you, that you may be guided. 

 [2:220] And they ask you about the orphans: say, “Bringing them up as righteous persons is the 

best you can do for them. If you mix their property with yours, you shall treat them as family 
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members.” God knows the righteous and the wicked. Had God willed, he could have imposed 

harsher rules upon you. God is Almighty, Most Wise. 

[15:44-48] “It will have seven gates. Each gate will get a specific share of them.” As for the 

righteous, they will enjoy gardens and springs. Enter therein, peaceful and secure. We remove all 

jealousy from their hearts. Like one family, they will be on adjacent furnishings.  Never will they 

suffer any fatigue therein; never will they be evicted therefrom. 

 

Pure Thought 

Buddhist Buddha from Sharing, p.20 

All that we are is the result of what we have thought: it is founded on our thoughts; it is made up 

of our thoughts. If a man speaks or acts with an evil thought, pain follows him as the wheel 

follows the foot of the ox that draws the carriage. 

All that we are is the result of what we have thought: it is founded on our thoughts; it is made up 

of our thoughts. If a man speaks or acts with an evil thought, pain follows him, like a shadow 

that never leaves him. “He abused me, he beat me, he defeated me, he robbed me” — in those 

who harbor such thoughts hatred will never cease. For hatred does not cease by hatred at any 

time; hatred ceases by love — this is an old rule. 

The world does not know that we must all come to an end here; but those who know it —their 

quarrels cease at once. 

 

Not Without Getting Wet 

However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God 

has prepared for those who love him.” [1 Corinthians 2:9] 

Adapted from Sign’s Up, p.59 

Have you heard about the Scout who was turned down for his Swimming Merit Badge? He 

showed up at the waterfront in a new pair of designer swim trunks. He had memorized the seven 

requirements for earning the badge. He knew the safety rules. He could describe all the body 

coordination involved in the backstroke, breaststroke, crawl and trudgen. But, when the 

instructor asked him to get into the water and demonstrate these skills, his reply was “I didn’t 

know it involved that. I don’t believe in getting wet.” 

You ask, “Did that really happen?” Well, of course not. But you probably heard what did 

happen. A Scout came before his Board of Review for the Life rank. He had the proper merit 

badges and skill awards. He had served the proper time limits in some leadership role in his 

troop. In troop meetings, courts of honor, and other Scout functions, he had regularly raised his 

hand to the Scout sign and said, “On my honor, I will do my best to do my duty to God...” But 

when the review committee asked him to explain what “duty to God” meant in his life, he said, 

“I don’t believe in God, so I didn’t think that applied to me.” 

A Scout cannot earn a Swimming Merit Badge without getting wet. A Scout cannot earn the Life 

rank — or any other —without a personal commitment to the duty to God concept of Scouting. 

Do the Scouts in your troop have a regular association with that concept through your example 

and through activities designed to make them aware of God in their life? 

Recognition of this fundamental value must be cultivated throughout a Scout’s trail to Eagle. 

 

Good Neighbor and Sharing 

Hindu from Sharing, p.30 
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Not long ago there was a severe drought in one part of India and in one village the water tanks 

went dry. There was no water for the crops and it looked as if they must fail. This would be 

disaster, for the failure of the harvest might mean starvation. 

One man in the village had water — a farmer who owned the only well. But he was afraid that if 

he allowed the whole village to use his well, there might not be enough water for his own crops. 

And yet he felt that, as a good neighbor, he should be willing to share what he had. In despair he 

asked God what he should do; and then he waited for the answer. It came. The thought came into 

his mind as clearly as if God had actually spoken to him. “As long as your heart does not dry up 

with selfishness, the well will not dry up.” So he gave the water and there was enough for 

everyone. 

 

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow 

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 

what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than 

clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  Who of you by 

worrying can add a single hour to his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the 

lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his 

splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 

here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of 

little faith? So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What 

shall we wear?” For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 

you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 

itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. [Matthew 6:25-34] 

There are two days in every week about which we should not worry — two days that should be 

kept free from fear and apprehension. 

One of these days is “Yesterday,” with its mistakes and cares, its faults and blunders, it aches and 

pains. Yesterday has passed forever beyond our control. All the money in the world cannot bring 

back Yesterday. We cannot undo a single act we performed; we cannot erase a single word we 

said; Yesterday is gone. 

The other day we should not worry about is “Tomorrow,” with its possible adversaries, its 

burdens, its success and failure. Tomorrow is also beyond our immediate control.  Tomorrow’s 

sun will rise, either in splendor or behind a mask of clouds — but it will rise.  Until it does, we 

have no stake in Tomorrow for it is as yet unborn. 

This leaves only one day, “Today.” Any person can fight the battle of just one day. It is only 

when you and I add the Yesterday and Tomorrow that we break down. It is not the experience of 

Today that drives people mad. It is remorse or bitterness for something that happened Yesterday 

and the dread of what Tomorrow may bring. Let us, therefore, live but one day at a time! 

 

Desiderata 

Latin for “desired things,” Desiderata is a prose poem written by Indiana writer Max Ehrmann in 

1927. 

Go placidly amid the noise and haste, and remember what peace there may be in silence. 

As far as possible without surrender be on good terms with all persons. 
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Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even the dull and the ignorant; they too 

have their story. 

Avoid loud and aggressive persons, they are vexatious to the spirit. 

If you compare yourself with others, you may become vain and bitter; for always there will be 

greater and lesser persons than yourself. 

Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. 

Keep interested in your own career, however humble; it is a real possession in the changing 

fortunes of time. 

Exercise caution in your business affairs; for the world is full of trickery. 

But let this not blind you to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high ideals; and 

everywhere life is full of heroism. 

Be yourself. 

Especially, do not feign affection. 

Neither be cynical about love; for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment it is as perennial 

as the grass. 

Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully surrendering the things of youth. 

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune. 

But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings. 

Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness. 

Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself. 

You are a child of the universe, no less than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here. 

And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. 

Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be, and whatever your labors and 

aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life keep peace with your soul. 

With all its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world. 

Be cheerful. 

Strive to be happy. 

 

Footprints 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. [Romans 8:28] 

When I am afraid, I will trust in you. [Psalms 56:3] 

Author unknown 

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking along the beach with the Lord. 

Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in 

the sand: one belonging to him, and the other to the Lord. 

When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he looked back at the footprints in the sand. 

He noticed that many times along the path of his life there was only one set of footprints. He also 

noticed that it happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life. 

This greatly bothered him and he questioned the Lord about it. “Lord, you said that once I 

decided to follow you, you’d walk with me all the way. But I have noticed that during the most 

troublesome times in my life, there is only one set of footprints. I don’t understand why, when I 

needed you most, you would leave me.” 

The Lord replied, “My precious, precious child. I love you and I would never leave you.  During 

your times of trial and suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then that I 

carried you.” 
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What the Bible Says about Doing Your Best 

Do the best you can, always! 

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 

God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. [Philippians 3:14] 

. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 

reap a harvest if we do not give up. [Galatians 6:9]   

Always maintain a good attitude! 

. In the desert the whole community grumbled against 

Moses and Aaron. [Exodus 16:2] 

-talent man to turn sour. Master, [the man with one talent] said, I knew 

that you are a hard man….So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. 

[Matthew 25:24-25] 

We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, 

in order to make your hope sure. [Hebrews 6:11]   

Never compare yourself with others! 

And in the church God has appointed first of all 

apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts 

of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking 

in different kinds of tongues. [1 Corinthians 12:28] 

We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves 

with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and 

compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise. [2 Corinthians 10:12] 

Doing our best brings glory to God! His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful 

servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.  

Come and share your master’s happiness!” [Matthew 25:21] 

 

A Scout Psalms 

Based on Psalms 23 

The Lord God is our Great Scoutmaster who provides all our needs. 

He lets us camp in forests tall and meadows green. 

He leads us on trails beside waters deep and still, brooks babbling, streams rushing and rivers 

raging. 

He restores our bodies, minds and souls, even as we observe the eagle soaring to greater heights 

above. 

He encourages the Eagle Scout in his upward climb. 

He teaches Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Varsity Scouts and Venturers to live the Scout Oath and 

Law. 

Even though the trails may lead through dark valleys with towering mountains, we are 

courageous because He leads us onward. 

He continually blesses us with food for mind and body. 

Even when others dislike or distrust us, He blesses us with the gifts of love and forgiveness. 

Surely, His goodness and mercy will sustain us all the days of our lives. 

And, when we climb the final trail through the awesome pass that leads to the Great Council fire, 

we shall join those who travel the trail before us and joyfully live with Him forever. 
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Straight as an Arrow 

Arrows are used as an extension of the hunter’s arm so they can reach out to a greater distance. 

The arrow is and has been used in almost every culture. There are biblical lessons to be found in 

the arrow. 

The Shaft (represents our bodies) 

 seasoned for 

almost 40 years before he was of use to God. 

ght as an arrow.” To fly a true course, the arrow 

can’t be crooked. We as Scouts are challenged to remain “morally straight.” 

The Head or Point (represents a pure mind) 

ing 

nothing to dull our thoughts. Listen, my son, and be wise, and keep your heart on the right 

path. [Proverbs 23:19] 

May 

integrity and uprightness protect me, because my hope is in you. [Psalms 25:21] 

The Feathers (representing God’s Word) 

Do not merely listen 

to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. [James 1:22] 

 when shot, they stay on the shaft. So too, God’s Word needs to be 

fixed in our hearts. I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 

[Psalms 119:111] 

The Bow String Notch (representing the place where God and man meet) 

has no power of its own. To be used, it must be shot. It is God who arms me with 

strength and makes my way perfect. [Psalms 18: 32] 

 for the 

string to rest, the arrow can’t be used. For us, to be powered by God, we must be aligned with 

God. “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. [Jeremiah 29:11] 

The Quiver (representing God’s protection) 

 the 

same way, God protects us. While we are in his care, nothing can harm us. But let all who take 

refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy. Spread your protection over them, that 

those who love your name may rejoice in you. [Psalms 5:11] 

 carries 

us and provides us strength. Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. [1 

Chronicles 16:11] 

The Value of the Arrow (representing how God views man) 

 guarded 

very closely and among his most cherished creations. Then God said, “Let us make man in 

our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 

over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the 

ground…. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  [Genesis 1:26,31] 

 likeness. 

He has done and will do for us all we could ever expect. God will help us if we do what he asks. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made. [Psalms 145:17] 
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Rope 

As Scouts, we all have used rope many times. We are very familiar with it. There are many life 

and faith lessons we can learn from rope. 

Rope has many fibers. One fiber does not make a rope, but instead many fibers are woven 

together to give it strength. Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A 

cord of three strands is not quickly broken. [Ecclesiastes 4:12] 

Rope consists of many different types of materials. No matter what they are made of, they are all 

rope. Nylon is used for mountain climbing, poly for around water, hemp is plentiful and good for 

lashings, and cotton for halters and lead ropes. As there are many different types and purposes 

for rope, so too is it with us. We are all different, but we are God’s children, created for a 

purpose. And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his purpose. [Romans 8:28] 

Rope needs to be held together — whipped or fused —or it will come undone. God is the force 

that keeps us together. Without him, life is nothing, and the fellowship of God’s people is what 

makes us strong. Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should 

restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.  [Galatians 6:1]; I led 

them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck and 

bent down to feed them. [Hosea 11:4] 

At some point, however, even the best of rope will wear out, just as our bodies age and 

eventually do the same. Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is 

your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. [James 4:14] 

We can “be prepared” for that day by living our lives by God’s Word, so we can hear: Well 

done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 

charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness! [Matthew 25:21] 

 

Don’t Quit 

When I am afraid, I will trust in you. [Psalms 56:3] 

Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. [1 Chronicles 16:11] 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 

give up. [Galatians 6:9] 

When things go wrong, as they sometimes will, 

When the road you’re trudging seems all uphill, 

When the funds are low, and the debts are high, 

And you want to smile, but you have to sigh, 

When care is pressing you down a bit, 

Rest if you must, but don’t you quit. 

Life is queer with its twists and turns, 

As everyone of us sometimes learns, 

And many a failure turns about, 

When he might have won had he stuck it out. 

Don’t give up though the pace seems slow, 

You may succeed with another blow. 

Success is failure turned inside out, 

The silver lint of the clouds of doubt, 

And you never can tell how close you are, 

It may be near when it seems so far, 
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So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit, 

It’s when things seem worse, 

That you must not quit. 

 

Baden-Powell’s Farewell Message to Scouts 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store 

for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 

day. [2 Timothy 4:7- 8a] 

Dear Scouts: 

If you have ever seen the play Peter Pan you will remember how the pirate chief was always 

making his dying speech because he was afraid that possibly when the time came for him to die 

he might not have time to get it off his chest. It is much the same with me, and so, although I am 

not at this moment dying, I shall be doing so one of these days and I want to send you a parting 

word of goodbye. 

Remember, it is the last you will ever hear from me, so think it over. 

I have had a most happy life and I want each one of you to have as happy a life too. 

I believe that God put us in this jolly world to be happy and enjoy life. Happiness doesn’t come 

from being rich, nor merely from being successful in your career, nor by self-indulgence. 

One step towards happiness is to make yourself healthy and strong while you are a boy, so that 

you can be useful and so can enjoy life when you are a man. 

Nature study will show you how fill of beautiful and wonderful things God has made the world 

for you to enjoy. Be contented with what you have got and make the best of it. Look on the 

bright side of things instead of the gloomy one. 

But the real way to get happiness is by giving out happiness to other people. Try and leave this 

world a little better than you found it and when your turn comes to die, you can die happy in 

feeling that at any rate you have not wasted your time but have done your best. 

“Be Prepared” in this way, to live happy and to die happy — stick to your Scout promise always 

— even after you have ceased to be a boy — and God help you to do it. 

Your Friend, 

Baden-Powell of Gilwell 

September 1940 

 

To Friendship 

I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; you were very dear to me. Your love for me was 

wonderful… [2 Samuel 1:26] 

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. [Romans 

12:10] 

He who brings you closer to God is your friend. One of the great blessings of friendship is the 

sharing of meaningful and enjoyable discussion time together and fellowship. Each of us needs a 

friend to whom we can tell our hopes and dreams, and in whom we can find safe, peaceful 

comfort. Here, among your many friends in Scouting, you can find and build friendships that will 

last a lifetime. 

Remember that to have a friend, you need to be a friend. Reach out to someone, share something, 

reveal something of your own personality and qualities to him, and look for his best qualities and 

characteristics. 

Whenever God desires to bless us, it is usually through the hands of someone else on earth. 
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More often than not, friends provide some of God’s greatest blessing. We bless others when we 

serve them; we are blessed when we allow others to serve us. Incorporate the values of Scouting 

and your natural inclination to do a Good Turn daily to find, build and maintain friendships in all 

that you do here. 

Take time to read the account of the friendship of David and Jonathan in 1 Samuel, chapters 18-

21, and in the first chapter of 2 Samuel. It is a touching and moving account of true friendship 

and brotherly love that survived war, wickedness, family difficulty, and even death. May God 

bless you to desire the same type of friendship and fellowship that is available in our troop and 

through all you do in Scouting. 

For reflection: What can we do today to be a friend to someone else? When you are among your 

closest friends, do you notice a feeling of spiritual growth and development that may not be 

present when you are around certain others? What do you think accounts for this difference? 

Prayer: [Morning] Dear God, we thank you for the opportunity to love and serve our friends, 

and pray for your divine guidance in leading us to those who will become our true friends. 

[Evening] Dear God, as we close the day, we offer our gratitude for all that we have and are. We 

thank you for our friends and for the blessings that come through them to us. 

 

Eagles 

The eagle, the highest rank in Scouting, is a creature referred to more than 30 times in the Bible. 

We can learn much from the eagle. 

Eagles make loyal, lasting commitments. 

nce they pass the test. So too, we should test things we do. I 

know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate 

wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have 

found them false. [Revelations 2:2] 

 same 

determination in Ruth, who after her husband and Naomi’s son died, insisted on staying and 

traveling with her mother-in-law. But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn 

back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be 

my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May 

the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me.” 

[Ruth 1:16-17] 

Eagles build their nests in high places. 

 that could 

harm them. Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 

lion looking for someone to devour. [1 Peter 5:8] 

Do not be 

misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” [1 Corinthians 15:33] 

Eagles rise above the storms of life. 

 rising above 

it. When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the righteous stand firm forever. 

[Proverbs 10:25] 

for the storm every day be preening their feathers. This cleans and seals them, 

making themselves ready for the day of crisis. A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, 

but the simple keep going and suffer for it. [Proverbs 22:3] 
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Cooperating 

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor. [Ecclesiastes 4:9] 

Someone once said, “When you help someone up a hill, you are a little nearer to the top 

yourself.” Life is like that in almost all we do. Any job is made easier and lighter if you have 

help. Any wonderful scene, great movie, excellent book, or tasty meal is much better if they are 

shared. Anytime we truly share in something with another person, we cooperate with them. We 

decide, “I’ll do this and you do that, and we’ll get through this together.”  Every baseball, 

basketball or football team depends on cooperation. “I’ll pass the ball to you, and you put it 

through the hoop.” This process has served humanity through the centuries. It has been found to 

be one of the most successful means of accomplishing great things. An old adage says that it’s 

surprising how much you can get done if you don’t care who gets the credit. 

God wants us to learn to cooperate. He made it almost impossible for us to accomplish certain 

things without help and cooperation. At first, we sometimes balk at the need to share a burden 

with someone else, but eventually, we learn to do our best work with a trusted, cooperative 

partner. We can learn a great deal about cooperation from almost any campout. After all, it takes 

cooperation and patience to live successfully in such close quarters, get meals cooked, dishes 

cooked and gear packed. If you get frustrated with your fellow Scouts, ask for God’s help. He 

will bless you and your life will be richer and fuller. 

For reflection: What are some of the obvious benefits of cooperation? Why do you think 

God wants us to learn to cooperate? Why is it important that we learn to live in harmony? 

Prayer: [Morning] O God, we thank you for the daily challenges you provide us. We pray for 

your blessing and inspiration in finding peaceful and cooperative solutions to them. 

[Evening] Dear Lord, we thank you for this day and for our many blessing. We pray your spirit 

to attend us through the night and bless us tomorrow with unity, harmony, and peace in our 

efforts. 

 

God Doesn’t Call Perfect People! 

The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the Lord was 

rare; there were not many visions. One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he 

could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord 

called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli 

said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you 

called me. “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord; the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 

The Lord called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; 

you called me.” 

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if 

he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place. The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then 

Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [1 Samuel 3:1-10] 

You feel God nudging you to do something that you probably don’t feel prepared, confident or 

able to do. There are probably a million reasons why God shouldn’t have called you, but he has. 
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But don’t worry. You’re in good company. Consider how different things would have been if 

these prophets and saints had decided they had “good reasons” not to serve God as they did: 

 

 

 

 

 by his brothers 

 

 

-tree pruning. 

 knowing Jesus 

had an affair. 

 poor. 

 young. 

 dead. 

-righteous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

— and ate bugs! 

 

-wart. 

azy. 

 

 

 fuse? So did Peter, Paul — well, lots of folks did. 

But God doesn’t require a job interview. He doesn’t hire and fire like most bosses, because he’s 

more our loving Father than our boss. He doesn’t look at financial gain or loss. He’s not 

prejudiced or partial, not judging, grudging, sassy or brassy, not deaf to our cry, not blind to our 

need. As much as we try, God’s gifts are free. But he does call us to use our God-given talents — 

known or hidden — to his glory, as he does in Romans 12:6-8:  We have different gifts, 

according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his 

faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him 

encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, 

let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

So, if you’re feeling God’s call, remember that he’s calling you to be your best. Satan, on the 

other hand, will use your doubts, your failures and your mistakes to convince you you’re not 

perfect and not worthy. God knows you’re not! That’s why he’s calling you! By stepping out of 

your comfort zone, you use your imperfections to bring God even greater glory! 

 

Keep Yourself Sharp! 
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As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend. [Proverbs 27:17, NLT] 

Every Scout knows a dull knife can be more dangerous than a sharp one. Although it seems 

contradictory, a dull-edged blade can actually do more damage because when a blade is dull, it’s 

harder to use. Not only does it take more force to actually cut something, but also it’s harder to 

control. That’s why a dull blade can slice a finger quicker than a tomato.  Every knife becomes 

dull with use. The sharp edge rounds out, and little chips develop.  Cutting will render a blade 

ineffective, and on its own, it will never become sharp again.  That’s the first truth about 

sharpening iron: a knife cannot sharpen itself. Nor can something weaker than iron, sharpen iron. 

We’ve all had the experience of friends who inspire us to be better than we are, and friends who 

don’t. A godly friend can sharpen you in areas where they are strong. For example, a wise friend 

can make you wiser. A loving friend can expand your capacity to love. A biblically 

knowledgeable friend can enhance your understanding of Scripture. Proverbs 13:20 says, “He 

who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm.” 

When we think of sharpening a blade, or sharpening ourselves, it’s always done for a purpose. A 

chef doesn’t sharpen his or her knife so it looks better lying on the kitchen counter. A Scout 

doesn’t sharpen his knife so it looks cool in his sheath. Sharpening is done to make the knife 

more effective and dependable. If we sharpen a knife for years and never put it into use, it will 

eventually be sharpened down to nothing, with nothing to show for all that honing. 

The same is true for us. We are to be sharpened, and to sharpen others, in order to advance the 

Kingdom of God. Whether we are talking about a knife, a sword or ourselves, sharpening isn’t 

done for a passive activity. A blade is sharpened to accomplish a purpose.  As Paul noted in his 

letter to the Ephesians, we must be prepared, ready and equipped to stand strong against the 

devil’s plotting: 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that 

you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh 

and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 

world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the 

full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 

ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of 

truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with 

your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all 

this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 

evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
[Ephesians 6:10-17] 

Choosing friends who will sharpen us is one practical way we can grow in our faith. God 

designed us to need each other for fellowship, and for advancing his kingdom here on earth. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, You are the source of all strength and goodness. Thank you for helping us to 

grow in faith and also for putting friends in our lives who can help sharpen us. Help us to use 

that sharpening to advance your Kingdom here on earth. 

 

A Scoutmaster’s Prayer 

A little boy came knocking at my Scout hut door, 

An awfully little fellow, just 12 and no more. 

His eyes danced as he watched my gang at rowdy play. 

“I would like to be a Scout,” he said, “I’m 12 just yesterday.” 

In the weeks to come he found his place, a trim young Scout he made. 
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The tests he passed with eagerness, a thorough job sure paid. 

The Oath, the Laws, the knots and flag were taken to his heart. 

A better man he was sure to be tho he’d just begun to start. 

By the candle-lit darkness, I watched his round face beam 

As the Oath and Law he pledged to keep — just like a prayer it seemed. 

The years to come were happy ones as we followed the trail — 

That greater men had laid for us far up where eagles sail. 

I watched him grow from boy to man, the days were far too few, 

To try and teach the important things that Scouting said were true. 

I didn’t know so long ago our nation he would defend, 

I only saw a job to do, a helping hand to lend. 

Now he’s flying higher still with silver wings up there. 

I pray to God the job I did was better than just fair. 

He thanked me once for what I did so many years ago. 

It was not his thanks that paid me because he did not know 

That greater thanks he’d given me a thousand times before 

By his dancing eyes and smiling face — could one ask for more? 

There are other boys a-knocking, I must invite them in. 

Please, God, give me strength to make them better men. 

 

Topical Scripture Passages 

These may be used as discussion within the group as to their meaning and relevance to Scouting. 

They can be read by the worship leader, by a Scout, or read verse-by-verse by several members 

of the group. Most Bibles contain a topic index where additional event-appropriate or Scouting-

related themes (i.e. principles of the Scout Oath or Scout Law) can be found, or additional 

readings relevant to the topics below: 

 

Bravery/Courage 

Deuteronomy 31:6 

1 Chronicles 28:20 

Psalms 9:9-10; 27:1-14; 

31:24; 121:1-2 

Isaiah 41:10; 43:2 

Lamentations 3:55-57 

Romans 8:31 

Philippians 4:13 

 

Camping 

Genesis 28:10-19 

Leviticus 26:11-13 

John 1:1-4; 1:9-14; 1:16-18 

 

Cheerfulness 

Proverbs 15:13; 15:30; 17:22 

 

Cleanliness 
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Leviticus 10:10 

Psalms 24:3-4 

 

Courteous 

Exodus 20:12 

Ephesians 4:29 

Titus 3:1-2 

 

Country and/or Authority 

Genesis 12:1-3 

Matthew 2:15-22 

Romans 13:1-7 

1 Timothy 2:1-2 

 

Creation 

Genesis 1 

Debts 

Romans 13:8-14 

 

Doing Your Best 

Matthew 25:14-30 

 

Faith 

Mark 11:22-24 

Romans 1:17; 10:17 

2 Corinthians 5:7 

Hebrews 11:1; 11:6 

 

Friendly/Friendship 

1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7 

Psalms 133:1 

Proverbs 18:24; 27:17 

Amos 3:3 

John 15:12-17 

Romans 12:10 

 

Grace 

Psalms 84:11 

Romans 5:1-11 

Hebrews 4:16 

 

Grief/Comfort 

Psalms 23:4 

Isaiah 41:10; 43:2; 49:13b 

Matthew 5:4 

1 Peter 5:7 
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Revelation 21:4 

 

Helpful/Helpfulness 

Leviticus 19:18 

Deuteronomy 15:11 

Psalms 121:1-2 

Acts 20:35 

 

Hiking 

Isaiah 40:1-5 

Luke 24:13-35 

Kindness 

Proverbs 3:27 

Ephesians 4:32 

2 Timothy 2:23-24 

 

Leadership 

Luke 6:43-45 

John 13:2-15 

1 Timothy 4:11-16 

 

Love of Others, of God 

Deuteronomy 6:5-6 

Leviticus 19:18 

Mark 12:30-33 

Luke 6:27-38 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

 

Loyal/Loyalty 

Ruth 1:16 

Luke 15:11-31; 16:10 

3 John 1:5 

 

Nature 

Psalms 19:1-6 

 

Obedience 

Genesis 12:1-3 

Exodus 20 

1 Samuel 22 

Psalms 40:6-8 

Proverbs 23:12 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Ephesians 6:1 

Colossians 3:20-21 

Titus 3:1 
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Praise (to God) 

2 Samuel 22:4 

Psalms 34:1; 47:1,6,7; 92:1; 147:1 

Acts 16:22-26 

Hebrews 13:15 

 

Prayer 

Psalms 37:4 

Proverbs 15:29 

Matthew 6:5-8; 7:7-8; 21:22 

Mark 11:22-24 

Philippians 4:6 

Hebrews 4:16 

 

Reverence 

Micah 6:8 

Mark 12:30 

 

Scout Oath 

Joshua 24:14-18; 22-24 

Luke 10:25-37 

 

Scout Law 

Matthew 5:1-16 

Luke 10:25-37 

Galatians 5:22-26 

 

Seasons 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

 

Service to God, of God 

Psalms 100 

Jeremiah 1:9-10 

Isaiah 6:8-10 

Matthew 4:10 

Acts 26:12-18 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

 

Service to Others, of Others 

Isaiah 49:1-5 

Mark 10:45 

Luke 22:24-27 

Romans 12:1-18 

 

Thrifty/Thriftiness 
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Proverbs 21:20 

Luke 14:28-30 

 

Trust/Trustworthy 

Exodus 20:16 

Psalms 101:7 

 

Wisdom 

Job 28:12-28 

 

Worry/Fear 

Psalms 9:9-10; 23:4-5; 27:1-14; 56:11; 91:1-16; 138:7 

Matthew 6:25-34 

Romans 8:28; 8:31 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 

Philippians 4:6 

 

DRAMA 
 

I Didn’t Call You, I’m Praying! 

Instructions: the second person (person playing God) should be heard but not seen. 

Scout: Our Father who art in Heaven... 

God: Yes. 

Scout: Don’t interrupt me. I’m praying. 

God: But you called me. 

Scout: Called you? I didn’t call you. I’m praying. “Our Father who art in Heaven...” 

God: There, you did it again. 

Scout: Did what? 

God: Called me. You said: “Our Father who art in Heaven.” Here I am; what’s on your mind? 

Scout: But I didn’t mean anything by it. I was, you know, just saying my prayers for the day. I 

always say the Lord’s Prayer. It makes me feel good; kind of like getting a duty done. 

God: All right, go on. 

Scout: Hallowed by thy name... 

God: Hold it. What did you mean by that? 

Scout: By what? 

God: By “hallowed be thy name?” 

Scout: It means... It means... Good grief, I don’t know what it means. How should I know? 

It’s just part of the prayer. By the way, what does it mean? 

God: It means “honored,” “holy,” “wonderful.” 

Scout: Hey, that makes sense. I never thought of what hallowed meant before. “Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

God: Do you really mean that? 

Scout: Sure, why not? 

God: What are you doing about it? 
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Scout: Doing? Nothing, I guess. I just think it would be kind of neat if you got control of 

everything down here like you have up there. 

God: Do I have control of you? 

Scout: Well, I go to church. 

God: That isn’t what I asked you. What about your attitudes? Do you really believe you are a 

person filled with my love? Do you treat others with respect? 

Scout: Stop picking on me! I’m just as good as some of the rest of those phonies at church. 

God: Excuse me. I thought you were praying for my will to be done. If that is to happen, it will 

have to start with the ones who are praying for it. Like you, for example. 

Scout: Oh all right. I guess I do have some hang-ups. Now that you mention it, I could probably 

name some. 

God: So could I. 

Scout: I haven’t thought about it very much until now. But I really would like to cut out some of 

those things. I would like to, you know, be really free. 

God: I’m proud of you. 

Scout: Look, Lord, I need to finish up here. This is taking a lot longer than it usually does. 

“Give us this day our daily bread.” 

God: You need to cut out some of the bread. Haven’t you noticed your pants are getting a little 

tight? I have. 

Scout: Hey, wait a minute! What is this? Here I was doing my religious duty, and all of sudden 

you break in and remind me of all my hang-ups. 

God: Praying is a dangerous thing. You could wind up changed, you know. That’s what I’m 

trying to get across to you. You called me, and here I am. It’s too late to stop now. Keep praying, 

I’m interested in the next part of your prayer... (pause) ... well, go on. 

Scout: I’m scared to. 

God: Scared? Of what? 

Scout: I know what you’ll say. 

God: Try me and see. 

Scout: Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

God: What about Linda? 

Scout: See? I knew it! I knew you would bring her up. She told lies about me, cheated me out of 

some money. She never paid back that debt she owes me. I’ve sworn to get my revenge on her. 

God: But what about your prayer? 

Scout: I didn’t mean it. 

God: Well, at least you’re honest. But it’s not much fun carrying that load of bitterness around 

inside, is it? 

Scout: No. But I’ll feel better soon as I get even. Boy, have I got some plans for old Linda. 

She’ll wish she never did me any harm. 

God: You won’t feel any better. You’ll feel worse. Revenge isn’t sweet. Think of how unhappy 

you are already. But I can change all that. 

Scout: You can? How? 

God: Forgive Linda as I have forgiven you. You may lose the money, but you will have settled 

your heart. 

Scout: Oh, you’re right. You always are. And more than I want revenge on Linda, I want to be 

right with you (pause) ... (sigh) All right, all right. I forgive her. Please help her to find the right 

road in life. She’s bound to be awfully miserable now that I think about it. Anybody who goes 
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around doing the things that she does to others has to be out of it. Some way, somehow, show her 

the right way. And Lord, help me to forget it too. 

God: There now! Wonderful! How do you feel? 

Scout: Hmmm, well not bad. Not bad at all. In fact, I feel pretty great! 

God: You’re not through with your prayer. Go on. 

Scout: Oh, all right. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

God: Good! Good! I’ll do that. Just don’t put yourself in a place where you can be tempted. 

Scout: What do you mean by that? 

God: Quit hanging around with that group of “friends” that gets you into trouble sometimes. 

Change some of your friendships. Some of your so-called friends are beginning to get to you. 

They’ll have you completely involved in wrong things before long. Don’t be fooled. They tell 

you they’re having fun, but for you it would be ruin. Don’t use me for an escape hatch. 

Scout: I don’t understand. 

God: Sure you do. You’ve done it a lot of times. You get in bad situations, you get into trouble 

and then you come running to me “Lord, help me out of this mess.” 

Scout: I’m sorry, Lord. I really am. Up until now I thought that if I just prayed the Lord’s Prayer 

every day, then I could do what I liked. I didn’t expect anything to happen like ..... that you really 

listen. 

God: Go ahead and finish your prayer. 

Scout: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

God: Do you know what would bring me glory? What would really make me happy? 

Scout: No, but I’d like to know. I want to please you. I can see what a mess I’ve made of my life 

and I can see how neat it would be to really be one of your followers. 

God: You just answered the question. 

Scout: I did? 

God: Yes. The thing that would bring me glory is to have people like you truly love me. 

And I see that happening between us. There’s no telling what we can do together. 

Scout: Lord, let’s see what we can make of me, okay? 

God: Yes, let’s see. 

 

An Interview with God 

Based on “An Interview with God” by Chuck Bramlet, WEM-10-95, ASM Troop 323, 

Phoenix, Az. 

SCOUT: I dreamed I had an interview with God. 

GOD: Come in. So, you would like to interview me? 

SCOUT: If you have the time. 

GOD: My time is eternity and is enough to do everything. What questions do you have in mind 

to ask me? 

SCOUT: What surprises you most about people? 

GOD: That they get bored of being children, are in a rush to grow up, and then long to be 

children again. That they lose their health to make money and then lose their money to restore 

their health. That by thinking anxiously about the future, they forget the present, such that they 

live neither for the present nor the future. That they live as if they will never die, and they die as 

if they had never lived. 

SCOUT: As a parent, what are some of life’s lessons you want your children to learn? 
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GOD: To learn that they cannot make anyone love them. What they can do is to let themselves 

be loved. To learn that what is most valuable is not what they have in their lives, but who they 

have in their lives. To learn that it is not good to compare themselves to others. All will be 

judged individually on their own merits, not as a group on a comparison basis. To learn that a 

rich person is not the one who has the most, but is one who needs the least.  To learn that it only 

takes a few seconds to open profound wounds in persons we love, and that it takes many years to 

heal them. To learn to forgive by practicing forgiveness. To learn that there are persons that love 

them dearly, but simply do not know how to express or show their feelings.  To learn that money 

can buy everything but happiness. To learn that two people can look at the same thing and see it 

totally different. To learn that a true friend is someone who knows everything about them, and 

likes them anyway. To learn that it is not always enough that they be forgiven by others, but that 

they have to forgive themselves. 

SCOUT: (pausing to meditate on that last statement) God, thank you for your time, oh, and 

thank you again for how you’ve really blessed our family lately. I don’t tell you that enough. 

GOD: Anytime. I’m here 24 hours a day. All you have to do is ask for me, and I’ll answer. 
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